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Join us at our SPRING OPEN HOUSE as we unveil 5 brand-new 
furnished model homes at The Dunes, our final 2-family home 
neighborhood.  Come tour these fabulous new models and learn 
how you can afford this amazing lifestyle!  Priced from $559,000**

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor. HO6-0020, HO7-0035. Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway 
Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY. *Based on a home price of $559,000 with 10%/down payment, $1200 monthly rental income and a mortgage tax deduction. Mortgage of $503,100 is 
based on a 30 year fixed rate at 4.25% using average interest costs over a 3-year period. All prices and figures are approximate and may change. Rental rate is only an estimate. No 
representation is being made that the unit will be rented. Financing options vary based on financing type and buyer qualifications. Tax deduction assumes 33% combined Federal 
and NY State tax bracket computed on a monthly average basis. Based on 2012-2013 tax rate. Please consult with your legal or tax professional for complete information and advice 
and eligibility requirements. No representation as to the availability and applicability of the tax credit to purchaser. **Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

5 brand new furnished models!

 20-year tax abatement
 Free 1-year YMCA membership
 Just 13 miles from mid-Manhattan

 Express bus service to Manhattan
 Walk to Subway
 Retail plaza, Stop & Shop, new YMCA

EACH 2-FAMILY HOME INCLUDES:
A 3-bedroom owners home PLUS… a 1 or 2 bedroom income-producing rental._____________________________________________________________________________
One-family homes also available!

You can own a beautiful new 2-family home  
       for as little as $1,595 a month!*

6306 Beach Front Rd.
Arverne, NY 11692
(800) 920-7480

Open every day, 10-6

at Arverne By The Sea
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By Joe AnutA

T
he skyline of Queens is in for a radi-
cal makeover.

Projections for population growth 
in New York City tied with recovering 

worldwide financial markets have drawn 
the eye of developers to the borough. Pro-
posals for high-rise towers and mixed-use 
projects are being heralded as gateways 
to economic prosperity, but strains on the 
borough’s infrastructure lurk in the back-
ground.

The transformation of Queens will not 
be entirely random, thanks to the foresight 
of concerned community members who 
helped rezone large swaths of the borough.  

Zoning is an important way to encour-
age development where it is needed and 
discourage it where it is not, according 
to Paul Graziano, an urban planner who 
has had a hand in reshaping about half of 
Queens.

“Under this administration, while there 
was a big push to develop more density in 
some areas — particularly in areas that 
have access to transit and waterfronts — 
there was an understanding that other ar-
eas away from transit should be rezoned,” 
he said.

The initial zoning in 1961 had predicted 
we would be living in a city of more than 
11 million people — much larger than the 
current population of 8.3 million, he said. 
And that zoning had, in the eyes of Grazia-
no and others, given developers too much 

leeway in neighborhoods where single-
family homes are the norm.

Beginning in 2004, Graziano and vari-
ous community groups sought to preserve 
residential neighborhoods by enacting 
more restrictive zoning, which comple-
mented efforts by the City Planning Com-
mission to create areas of concentrated 
growth known as special districts, which 
are governed by unique regulations.

Long Island City, downtown Jamaica, 
Willets Point, College Point and Forest 
Hills are just a few districts the commis-
sion has created in the last 10 years where 
much of the growth will take place.

Long Island City has seen more than 40 
residential developments built in the last 
decade, according to Gayle Baron, presi-
dent of the Long Island City Partnership, 
and there are more on the horizon.

“If you look at economic development 
for the future of Queens, certainly this is 
one neighborhood that is going to continue 
to grow and prosper,” she said.

Heatherwood, a Long Island-based de-
veloper recently opened a 142-unit luxury 
rental building in January in the neigh-
borhood, and Rockrose Development is 
constructing a 700-unit tower in addition 
to other properties it has built in the area, 
for example.

“Right now people are having bidding 
wars for the apartments, because there is 
only a limited supply,” Baron said.

Along with more housing, trendy restau-
rants and bars have set up shop in the area 

— along Vernon Boulevard, for instance — 
which is also home to an industrial sector, 
several museums and 22 hotels. 

“I think it’s the whole swath of diversity 
that makes Long Island City interesting,” 
Baron said. “It still has some authenticity 
and some grittiness, and we like that bal-
ance.”

The Hunters Point South project, a mas-
sive mixed-use development on the Queens 
waterfront that will eventually feature 
5,000 housing units, a school, retail and 
community facilities, broke ground in 
March. In the next couple of years, Baron 
anticipates the neighborhood in total will 
attract 20,000 new residents.

Carlisle Towery, president of the Great-
er Jamaica Development Corporation, 
maintains his neighborhood in southeast 
Queens is on the cusp of its own boom, for 
vastly different reasons.

“Our strength is not that we can be a 
spillover from Manhattan,” he said. “We 
have something they don’t, which is an 
airport.”

Towery hopes that downtown develop-
ment options will entice commuters com-
ing from John F. Kennedy International 
Airport, which is linked to the hub via the 
Airtrain.

Downtown Jamaica’s special district, 
designed for concentrated residential and 
commercial growth, was completed in 
2007, but is only now being built out as the 
global economy crawls back to life, accord-
ing to Towery.

Building boom sweeps Queens

Development Tomorrow
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“It’s five years later than what we envi-
sioned, and that is because the economy 
was in shambles,” he said. “We were tread-
ing water.”

In the meantime, the corporation pre-
pared four parcels of land that Towery 
hopes will further the building renais-
sance in the area.

The corporation recently revealed that 
a company called Blumenfeld Develop-
ment Group is slated to bring a big-box 
retailer to the downtown area on 168th 
Street, which could draw shoppers to the 
corridor as a whole.  

In addition, developers for two parcels 
on Sutphin Boulevard near the Airtrain 
station are also close to being announced, 
he said.

Details have not been made public, but 
between the two there will be a hotel, re-
tail, and both affordable and market-rate 
housing. 

Flushing, on the other hand, is a hot 
commercial zone that is growing without 
the oversight of a special district.

Flushing Commons, the controversial 
$850 million mixed-use project that will 
soon break ground on the site of Municipal 
Lot 1 downtown, will act as an anchor for 
further development, according to Michael 
Meyer, president of TDC Development. 
Like the Jamaica special district, the proj-

ect was also approved just before the finan-
cial meltdown and is only now kicking into 
gear.

Flushing Commons, along with many 
other developments in the vibrant and 
ethnically diverse neighborhood, benefits 
from Flushing’s proximity to LaGuardia 
Airport and transit options like the No. 
7 train, the Long Island Railroad and the 
web of highways nearby. 

It is also riding the waves of an econom-
ic boom halfway across the globe.

“Discussing factors that contribute to 
Flushing’s success over the last 20 years 
also means talking about the ascent of 
Asia, economically, and its ripple effect,” 
Meyer said.

Immigrants, predominantly from Tai-
wan, China, and Korea, have been key 
to the economic success in the area, ac-
cording to Meyer, whose company also 
constructed the Queens Crossing office 
building downtown and has several big 
mixed-use projects in the pipeline.

Sky View Parc, a 448-unit condo com-
plex on the Flushing River, was recently 
rated the No. 2-selling condo in the city by 
propertyshark.com and it may soon have 
company.

A 60-acre bloc of vacant lots and indus-
trial properties along the Flushing River 
may be transformed into more mixed-use 
waterfront development in the coming 
years that could feature 1,600 units of 
housing, 140,000 square feet of entertain-
ment space and 95,000 square feet of retail, 
among other potential uses, according to 
the Flushing Willets Point Corona Local 
Development Corp.

But with a lack of special district plan-
ning, Meyer said, Flushing may be in dan-
ger of saturating itself with one type of de-
velopment: hotels, for example.

The three main hubs have something in 
common — transit options. All three are 
serviced by subways and highways, and 
in the case of Flushing and Jamaica, the 
Long Island Railroad.

But there are unexpected areas of 
Queens that could see development booms 
as well.

College Point is an insular neighbor-
hood largely cut off by the Whitestone 
Expressway and has existed as a mix of in-
dustrial and residential uses for decades.

Many waterfront factories, now derelict 
but boasting picturesque views of Flush-

(Clockwise from above) A bird’s-eye view shows 
an artist’s rendering of what the entire Willets 
Point project would look like; Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg (fourth from r.) breaks ground with a 
group of officials at Hunters Point South; and the 
Blumenfeld Development Group has plans for a 
160,000-square-foot building that could attract a 
big-box retailer to downtown Jamaica.

Renderings  (l.) courtesy Michael Bloomberg  
and (r.) courtesy Gentsler

Continued on Page 6
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ing Bay along with less pictur-
esque views of LaGuardia Air-
port and Rikers Island — could 
mirror a trend in Brooklyn 
whereby they are converted to 
residential properties. A plan 
has been on the books for years 
to transform the crumbling 
Chilton Paint Factory, on 15th 
Avenue at the waterfront, into 
a 134-unit condo complex.

And a few miles away, some of 
the biggest and most controver-
sial projects in the borough are 
being proposed in the borough’s 
largest green space — Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

The United States Tennis 
Association is hoping to in-
crease the footprint of its 42-
acre Billie Jean King Tennis 
Center by less than an acre and 
Major League Soccer, which 
has been eyeing a 13-acre sta-
dium in the green space, has 
teamed up with the New York 
Yankees and an Abu Dhabi 
sheikh.  The partners are now 
looking at other possible sites.

A $3 billion plan to trans-
form a portion of Willets Point, 
an area comprised of auto 
shops and junk yards, also fea-
tures a 1.4 million-square-foot 
mall planned for the parking 
lot of the New York Mets’ Citi 
Field, which is technically 
parkland leased to the team 
owners.  

The opposition to these 
plans has been vocal. A host of 
civic organizations have criti-
cized the Bloomberg adminis-
tration for failing to consider 
how these projects, 
as a group, will 
affect traf-

fi c and congestion in the area.
Still, questions remain for 

other areas of the borough. 
Prior to Hurricane Sandy, 
the Rockaways enjoyed an in-
creased infl ux of day-trippers 
to its beaches, but many prop-
erty owners are struggling 
with the question of whether 
or not to rebuild.

A large technology gradu-
ate institution run by Cornell 
University and the Technion-
Israel Institute of Technology 
is proposed for Roosevelt Is-
land, and planners are looking 
to western Queens for poten-
tial offi ce space for the addi-
tional startup companies that 
will likely spring out of the 
campus.

Some of the plans for devel-
opment seem likely to succeed, 
others are thawing out from 
the 2008 collapse and still oth-
ers may be destined for the 
dust bin of history.

In Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park, for example, various 
generations have proposed a 
race car track, a football sta-
dium and an Olympic rowing 
lake, all of which have failed, 
which goes to show that there 
still may be some surprises in 
store for the borough’s skyline. 

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5

A rendering shows what Flushing 
Commons will look like after TDC 
Development breaks ground at Mu-
nicipal Lot 1. Image courtesy TDC 
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St. Michael’s
Cemetery

One of the greatest gifts you can give to those 
you love is a sense of security—the knowledge 

that you have taken care of everything.

A religious Cemetery open to people of all faiths, 
St. Michael’s is proud to offer the beautifully 

designed St. Joseph’s Mausoleum.

For more information including a free 
Resource Guide call (718) 278 3240 or visit us  

at www.stmichaelscemetery.com.

Save $1,000 on a Companion Crypt in our St. Joseph’s 
Mausoleum. A $500 value when applied to single crypt.
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No one knows mor tgages better than your friendly, neighborhood Residential 
Mortgage Consultants. They have a special, limited-time mor tgage that, if 
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Marie Diaz (NMLS ID# 646653)

   Housing Programs
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By Joe AnutA

T
he most high-profile development 
projects in the borough are happen-
ing in one of the most unlikely of plac-
es: Flushing Meadows Corona Park.

The Bloomberg administration via its 
quasi-public agency — the city Economic 
Development Corp. — is shepherding three 
projects through the land-review process 
that occupy portions of Flushing Meadows.

The United States Tennis Association is 
attempting to expand the lease of its Billie 
Jean King National Tennis Center by 0.68 
acres to accommodate renovations, includ-
ing a new stadium, refurbished courts and 
increased retail capacity.

Related Cos., a Manhattan development 
firm, and Sterling Equities, the real estate 
arm of the New York Mets, are hoping to 
carry part of the Willets Point redevelop-
ment plan passed in 2008 by the City Coun-
cil. The Iron Triangle itself is not part of 
Flushing Meadows, but the development 
partners have proposed an addendum to 
the project: a 1.4-million-square-foot mall 
on parkland currently leased to the Mets. 
That land currently exists as a Citi Field 
parking lot.

Finally, Major League Soccer and the 
city have been quietly hashing out an 
agreement to site a 25,000-seat stadium 
within Flushing Meadows. But in a sur-

prise move, the owners of a new franchise 
announced they are exploring other loca-
tions throughout the city, even though 
MLS would prefer to be in Queens.

Several civic groups have expressed con-
cern about the combined impact the three 
developments will have on the borough’s 
already-clogged transit infrastructure.

Critics point to existing bumper-to-
bumper traffic on the Van Wyck Express-
way, a key artery to the park, and the un-
likely scenario the city can reduce traffic 
tie-ups outside the immediate area of the 
developments, though many traffic flow 
improvements are in the works at intersec-
tions around the park.

But two of the projects — the Willets 
Point development and the USTA expan-
sion — have already completed extensive 
studies about the impact of their projects. 
Both projects used the same consultant, 
AKRF, and came to the same conclusion 
that even with all three projects built at 
the same time there would not be a cata-
strophic effect on traffic in Queens.

At the outset, only MLS had proposed to 
replace any of the greenspace taken up by 
its soccer stadium project.

Because much of Flushing Meadows is 
under federal regulations that require park-
land replacement, MLS would be required 
to locate replacement greenspace roughly 
equivalent to the amount it might take up.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg recently sug-
gested at a news conference that the league 
would pump money into the site of Flush-
ing Airport in College Point, which would 
be roughly equivalent in size but much less 
accessible by public transportation.  This 
was before the new franchise widened the 
portfolio of possible real estate sites.

The USTA and the city Parks Depart-
ment recently responded to public insis-
tence that parkland be replaced. They 
performed a land swap on paper — trans-
ferring a portion of Flushing Meadows 
within the USTA’s current lease back to 
the city — but park users would never have 
noticed since access to and use of the 1.5 
acres will remain the same.

The proposed 32-acre Willets Point mall 
is on land the city maintains was already 
leased away to the Mets in 1961 via a state 
law. The legislation is still on the books, 
and the city Law Department maintains 
it gives Sterling and Related the right to 
build the mall via a sublease. This means 
no parkland has to be replaced and no pub-
lic review process is necessary — a posi-
tion that has generated much controversy 
in the community.

The developers still have to navigate the 
city’s review process, however, because 
they need to transfer parking from the pro-
posed mall’s footprint to the Willets Point 
redevelopment plan.

rush is on for Queens parkland

Development Tomorrow

A rendering shows the location of one new stadium (bottom l.) and a redone stadium (top r.) that the USTA hopes to build at its Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park facility. Image courtesy USTA
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1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org

angel

That's why we cover kids with quality, affordable 
health insurance through Child Health Plus,

a New York State-sponsored health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care.

• If your child needs health insurance, Fidelis Care can help.
•  Almost every child up to age 19 in New York State is eligible!
•  And, we help members keep their health insurance each year.

To Fidelis Care, every child is an angel.

Quality Health Coverage. It’s Our Mission.
Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they 
can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 
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By Steve MoSco

D
iagnosing the future of health care in 
Queens requires plenty of reflection 
on the past— an examination of hos-
pital closures and overflowing emer-

gency rooms, followed by a prescription for 
viable solutions.

The borough, and its diverse population 
of more than 2.2 million, lost four hospitals 
between 2008 and 2012. Parkway Hospital 
in Forest Hills was the first to close its 
doors, emptying 251 beds and dissolving 
the jobs of approximately 600 people. 

The flat lining of Mary Immaculate in 
Jamaica and St. John’s Queens Hospital in 
Elmhurst followed in 2009, after its man-
agement company, Caritas, filed for bank-
ruptcy and the hospitals were forced to 
close. The two hospitals combined for more 
than 420 beds and treated an estimated 
100,000 emergency room patients per year. 

And, finally, the borough lost Peninsula 
Hospital in 2012 due to lack of funds and a 
sickly reputation after its lab failed a state 
health inspection. Peninsula Hospital’s 
case is particularly problematic since it 
was one of only two full-service medical 
centers in the Rockaways, which must now 
look to St. John’s Episcopal Hospital in Far 
Rockaway and a few urgent care centers to 
replace the nearly 170 beds serving a com-
munity of more than 130,000 residents. 

Penny Chin, a spokeswoman for St. 
John’s, said the hospital’s facilities were 
put to the test when Superstorm Sandy 
struck last October. She said with the loss 
of hospitals and many private doctors’ of-
fices knocked out of commission by the 
storm, St. John’s was filled to near capac-
ity, especially its medical/surgical inpa-
tient units. 

This influx of patients and the stark re-
ality of diminished health care on the pen-
insula moved St. John’s officials to seek 
expansion of their facility. 

“With an eye on the future of health 
care on the south shore, the hospital is 
planning with local health-care providers 
for additional community-based, primary 
care services, an expansion of emergency 
services and increases in hospital beds 
that will be necessary for the long-term 
good health of the community,” said Chin.

And officials across the health-care 

system believe innovation is necessary in 
order to maintain and improve the well-
being of communities across Queens. 

To help facilitate the continued mod-
ernization of health care in the borough 
and beyond, the state Health Department 
announced in April a state Health Care 
Innovation Plan, a federally funded public 
initiative to transform the state’s heath 
care delivery system, increase efficiency 
and improve the quality of care. The state 
was awarded a $1 million grant from the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Inno-
vation to develop this plan, according to 
state Health Commissioner Nirav Shah.

“As our health care system continues 
to evolve, it is critical that we continue to 
develop and implement innovative, cost-
effective solutions to assure New Yorkers 
have access to high-quality care,” Shah 
said. “Through comprehensive Medicaid 
redesign efforts, New York has made great 
progress in improving quality, expanding 
access and reducing health care costs.”

Key components of the innovation plan 
will help ease bill payment in nursing 
homes, work to seamlessly integrate pri-
mary care and mental health management 
and simplify the movement of patients 
within the hospital.

But innovation can only go so far. Even 
with state health care bandages, Queens 
is still down approximately 900 beds since 
the hospital crash began in 2008 and the 
borough is desperate for answers to its 
health-care quandary. 

Working toward a solution to the dearth 
of hospital facilities are health care pro-
fessionals like Stephen Mills, president 
and chief executive officer of New York 
Hospital Queens in Flushing. At a time 
when hospitals in Queens are closing their 
doors, NYHQ did something completely 
different – it expanded. 

The hospital opened its first communi-
ty-based practice featuring primary care, 
internal medicine and cardiology on the 
corner of 150th Street and 14th Avenue in 
Whitestone. 

And according to Mills, the opening of 
this facility could very well herald a new 
health-care trend moving forward. By 
opening more offices like the Whitestone 
primary care facility, which operates like 
a private practice but has access to all the 
facilities and expertise of the hospital at 
large, NYHQ hopes to deliver services in 
a way that benefits the borough by provid-
ing care locally, while at the same time 

A group, including Dr. Stephen Rimar (l.-r.) and state Sen. Toby Stavisky, help cut the ribbon at a new 
NYHQ internal medical clinic in Whitestone. Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 14

healthcare Tomorrow

nYHQ opens outpatient center
Innovative solutions sought to offset hospital closings
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preventing unnecessary visits to the main 
facility.

“Other institutions will probably follow 
suit,” he said. “We have an opportunity to 
change the health care delivery landscape 
over the next 10 years or even in the next 
five years.”

Mills said many people use emergency 
room and hospital physicians as if they were 
their primary care doctors, which can lead 
to overcrowding. In order to combat this, 
Mills and his team are working to develop 
new ideas in health care previously unseen 
in the borough. One developing idea is that 
of an Emergicenter, a hybrid between a 
walk-in urgent care clinic and an emergency 
department. 

Such a center would give patients cost-
effective, state-of-the-art care from trained, 
experienced emergency physicians in a com-
fortable setting. 

“It would be ideal to get all the hospital 
CEOs together and propose a plan to the 
state Health Department to build one or 
two of these centers in Queens — one on 
the Rockaway Peninsula, which is a tough 
place to get into a hospital, and one in the 
middle of the borough,” he said. “If you 
have one of these Emergicenters, people 
would go there instead of the ER. They 
would get the care they need and they could 

be observed and eventually discharged. It 
frees up beds. The problem is finding the 
capital to get it done.”

With his gut telling him that Queens 
will not see another full-scale hospital 
open in the borough, Mills said the need 
for new ideas to treat people is essential – 
and ignoring that need could signal dire 
consequences. 

“I am deeply concerned about the surge 
capacity in Queens,” said Mills, referring 

to a large-scale disaster involving thou-
sands of citizens. “We have two stadiums, 
two major highways and two major air-
ports. A number of major disasters could 
potentially take place at any time, and we 
do not have the capability in Queens to 
take care of all them.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco by e-mail at 
smosco@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4546.

Peninsula Hospital shut it doors in 2012, sending many Rockaway residents scrambling for care.

Continued from Page 12

“Perfection is 
not attainable. 

But if 
we chase 

perfection we 
can catch 

excellence.” 

- Vince Lombardi, St. Francis Prep 
Class of 1933

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL
      

Where  STRENGTH, FAITH, & POSSIBILITIES are Inspired Daily.

For more than 150 years, St. Francis 
Preparatory has provided intellectual 
and spiritual growth to young men and 
women who seek the finest Catholic 
education available.  The Class of 2013 
has continued on  Prep’s century and half 
old tradition of excellence in academics 
and achievement in athletics and 
extracurricular activities .  They “chased 
perfection” while remaining true to the 
guiding Franciscan principles upon which 
Prep was founded.

The Class of 2013 like those before them 
proved that high GPAs, SAT scores, and 
college acceptance are only part of the 
story.  “Excellence” has a great deal to do 
with the education of the whole person. 
Developing the capacity to care for and 
respond to the needs of “the least of their 
brothers” makes them excellent people.

of lives in Camden, NJ; Centerport, NY; 
and Green Bay, Wisconsin.

In athletics, our current graduates have 
achieved State, New York City, and 
Brooklyn-Queens championships with 
Step-Squad, Cheerleading, Girls Ten-
nis, Girls Volleyball, Girls Softball, and 
Gymnastics.

The Class of 2013 raised money for over 
a dozen local charities, as well as for our 
“sister Franciscan school” in Lare, Kenya.  
They did this while also continuing hands 
on ministering to those in need right 
here in New York City through our Soup 
Kitchen and Midnight Run programs.  
Through our Franciscan Immersion      
Experience they have touched hundreds 

The Class of 2013 chased perfection 
and achieved excellence, earning over 
$92,000,000 in scholarships.  And, we 
can rest assured knowing that they will 
take the Spirit of St. Francis with them to 
Tufts University, United States Air Force 
Academy, United States Naval Academy 
Parsons, RISD, Howard University, 
Notre Dame, Boston College, Princeton, 
Cornell, Penn State University, NYU and 
many other fine colleges and universities.



2013 QUeens Tomorrow 15   

Please visit our Retail Stores, Restaurants, 
Banks, Garages, and Supermarkets:

 
FOREST HILLS, NY

Queens Boulevard:
CHEEBURGER CHEEBURGER,

BEACH BUM TANNING, TD BANK,
MERIDIAN MEDSPA, MIDWAY FH CAR PARK, KEY FOOD

Continental Avenue:
CHASE BANK, PRIME SMOKE SHOP,

LORILIL JEWELERS, SUBWAY, BANK OF AMERICA,
AT&T WIRELESS, AEROSOLES

STATION SQUARE OPTICAL, CAPITAL ONE BANK

71st Road:
BLUE PEARL VETERINARY SPECIALISTS

WINDSOR FH CAR PARK

BAYSIDE, NY
Bell Boulevard & 26th Avenue

THE BAY TERRACE SHOPPING CENTER

Cord Meyer Development Company

Committed to Excellence 
Since 1904
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When you enter Flushing Hospital through our 
brand new lobby and receive care in one of our 
completely new or renovated clinical areas, it’s 
easy to see that Flushing Hospital is a friendly 
and welcoming environment.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Wound Care • Ambulatory Care 
Chemical Dependancy • Advanced Radiology Services 
Surgery • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics

By Calling us at 718-670-5000
or Visit our Website at www.ushinghospital.org

It’s also an environment of compassionate and quality care—the type of 
care you can really be thankful for. The type of care that allows us to say 
you are welcome!
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Queens Tomorrow Profile

Flushing Hospital at forefront of patient care
By Camille Sperrazza

Flushing Hospital is ready to meet the 
needs of the future today.

A new Ambulatory Care Center, ex-
pected to open this July, will address the 
way health care is evolving. People will be 
treated on an out-patient basis, and em-
phasis will be placed on preventive care.

There will be 32 examination rooms, all 
state-of-the-art, located on the campus of 
the hospital. 

“It is more than double the space of our 
previous center,” says Robert Levine, vice 
president and chief operating officer at the 
hospital, who spearheaded the project.

Think of it as a larger version of a doc-
tor’s office, staffed with physicians who 
work full time for the hospital. All medical 
services are at the patient’s disposal, and 
a primary care physician is assigned to 
oversee the process. 

Patient care will include surgical, geri-
atrics, orthopedic, neurology, pediatrics, 
ophthalmology, family medicine, cardiol-
ogy, and more. Screening will be done for 
issues that impact physical and mental 
health. Should patients need tests such 
as CAT scans or MRI, these can be done 
right at the hospital, says Levine.

There will be a brand-new imaging center 
for X-rays, and electronic medical records 
make it very convenient for radiologists to 
review these images with doctors. 

“Everything is right at their fingertips,” 
says Levine.

Dr. Robert Crupi, chairperson of the Am-
bulatory Care Center, says an educational 
component is an important part of the 
new facility, as the goal is to “keep people 
healthy.” Issues such as the impact diet, 
smoking, and stress have on an individu-
al’s health will be examined. Emphasis will 
be placed on maintaining wellness, rather 
than avoiding sickness.

Registered Nurse Mary McNamara, 
the administrator of the Ambulatory Care 
Center, says that this new facility will al-
low the hospital to establish a “personal 
touch” with patients. 

“There will be more interaction, in a 
friendly, open atmosphere.”

For example, patients will have access 
to a portion of their electronic medical re-
cords, known as “My Chart,” which will al-
low them to ask questions online. Staff will 

reply, allowing for interaction in a setting 
that is more open to questioning. 

This same program allows patients to 
make appointments on line, view their 
medical history, and even check vaccina-
tions. 

“It’s all there, in chronological order,” 
says Dr. Crupi.  Having this information or-
ganized and readily available is one of the 
many ways quality care and wellness to 
the community will be improved. 

The center will be staffed with a highly 
diverse group of people, reflecting the 
backgrounds of the Flushing community, 
he says. 

“This means having access to immedi-
ate language translations,” so important 
to proper care. 

There will be an on-campus pharmacy, 
making it convenient for patients to pick up 
medication immediately after being seen 
by doctors. Such conveniences make it 
easier for patients to get what they need 
in a timely manner, and this translates to 
better medical care.  

The hospital received a $4.1 million 
grant to construct and build the Ambula-
tory Care Center, says Levine. The project 

broke ground about 16 months ago, and 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony is expected to 
be announced when the facility is ready to 
open. 

“We are thankful to our elected officials 
for this grant,” says Levine.

Community outreach is imperative to 
the center’s success. Dr. Crupi is chair-
person of the Community Advisory Board. 
As such, he meets with community lead-
ers six times a year, assessing the area’s 
needs, and bringing this feedback back to 
the hospital. 

“We develop programs around those 
needs,” says Levine. The new center will 
integrate this community care.

Flushing Hospital has served the com-
munity since 1884. 

“We were the first hospital in the bor-
ough,” says Levine. “We are still here, 
ready for the future.”

Ambulatory Care Center at Flushing 
Hospital Medical Center [4500 Parsons 
Blvd. between Parsons Boulevard and 
Burling Street in Flushing, (718) 670–5000, 
www.FlushingHospital.org]. Expected to 
be operating Mondays through Fridays, 8 
am–7 pm.

From left, LPN Maria Tantry, Dr. Robert Crupi, and Dr. Chien-Jung Chu will care for 
patients in the new Ambulatory Care Center at Flushing Hospital Medical Center.

Photo by Elizabeth Graham

ADVERTORIAL
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

T
here were more than 50 
million visitors to New 
York City last year and 
as the tourism industry 

grows, Queens — with two air-
ports and neighborhoods with 
rising cachet — is in the midst 
of a hotel-building boom aimed 
at grabbing the borough’s share 
of the $34 billion pie.

Over the past decade the 
number of the visitors to New 
York City has jumped 40 per-
cent from 36.2 million at the 
turn of the century to 50.9 mil-
lion in 2011, according to NYC 
& Co., the public/private part-
nership that promotes tourism 
in the fi ve boroughs.

And over the past several 
years hotels have been popping 
up in Manhattan, Brooklyn 
and Queens to accommodate 
those visitors. Since 2006, 41 
hotels have opened in the city, 
bringing the Big Apple’s active 
inventory to 92,960 rooms last 
year.

During that time 10 have 
opened in Queens, and there 
are already fi ve projects in the 
pipeline to 2016.

Rob McKay of the Queens 
Economic Development Corp. 
said, “25 years ago there were 
only about 30 hotels in the 
borough, and most were the 
kind you rent the room by the 
hour.”

But times have changed, 
he observed, adding “there’s a 
huge hotel boom in Long Island 
City, Flushing and around the 
two airports, and they go after 
completely different markets.”

The Hotel De Point in Flush-
ing, for example, opened in 
August with 114 rooms as part 
of a new complex with retail 
shopping and a 300-seat restau-
rant. McKay said that as Asia 
increases in wealth, newly 
prosperous travelers will fi nd 
Flushing an ever-more-attrac-
tive place to stay.

Long Island City — with its 
proximity to Manhattan, ac-
cessibility to transit and trendy 

new restaurants, nightlife 
spots and cultural institutions 
popping up all over western 
Queens — is being marketed 
as an affordable yet chic alter-
native to travelers who would 
normally stay in Manhattan.

The neighborhood has no 
fewer than 17 hotels, includ-
ing the middle-of-the-market 
Four Points, which opened last 
year with 91 rooms, and the 
Wyndham Garden, a 128-room 
property that opened last year 
with a business center, fi tness 
center and restaurant. Along-
side the big chains are some 
trendy boutique hotels, such 
as the stylish Ravel boasting 
a rooftop bar with views of the 
Manhattan skyline and the 100-
room Z NYC Hotel.

In order to accommodate 
tourists, ranging from families 
looking to spend some time in 
the city on the cheap to busi-
ness travelers with cash to 
spend, the borough’s hotels 
have diversifi ed themselves by 
offering a variety of hospitality 

amenities.
On the other end of the bor-

ough, there are plans to develop 
two hotels near Belmont Park 
in conjunction with a stadium 
plan for the New York Cosmos 
of the North American Soccer 
League.

Berkita Bradford, an eco-
nomics professor at St. John’s 
University studying the tour-
ism industry, said part of the 
building boom may be attrib-
utable to hotels seeking to fi ll 
niche gaps in a changing mar-
ket.

“It’s all about who’s travel-
ing, where are they going and 
what are their needs?” she said. 
“What the market did several 
years ago was readjust itself. 
When times are not so good, 
people still have to travel, so 
instead of looking into a Mar-
riott Marquis or a Ritz Carlton, 
they may look at a Springhill 
Suites or a Courtyard. That 
could be why in some areas of 
Queens there’s a boom.”

Springhill Suites, an upper-

INDUSTRIES TOMORROW

Hotels pop up as tourism grows

Henry Zilberman is the owner of Long Island 
City’s Z Hotel, which is part of the borough’s hotel 
construction boom. Photo by Christina Santucci
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middle-market flag under the 
Marriott brand, opened near 
LaGuardia Airport in Decem-
ber with 173 rooms and the ca-
pacity to host groups of up to 
30. Bradford said hotels that 
provide spaces for events go a 
long way toward supporting the 
broader hospitality industry.

In 2010 visitors to the city 
spent $31.5 billion and gener-
ated $17.3 billion in wages, sup-
porting 310,156 jobs. A study 
released last fall conducted 
by Pricewaterhouse Coopers 
and the Partnership for New 
York City projected the hotel/
restaurant industry would ex-
perience the most growth in 
the city through 2025, when the 
number of hospitality jobs will 
surpass those on Wall Street. 

The areas near and connect-
ed to John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport are primed to 
cash in.

After a renovation to guest 
rooms and meeting spaces 

and the addition of dining and 
wellness options, the reflagged 
Hilton New York at JFK opened 
early last year with 356 rooms, 
five meeting rooms and a 
3,784-square-foot ballroom.

In downtown Jamaica near 
the Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion, the Sleep Inn at JFK Air-
port opened last year touting 
its proximity to the airport as 
well as Citi Field and Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

There are plans to renovate 
an old hotel near the airport 
that has been closed for five 
years and open a 330-room 
Crowne Plaza by the middle 
of this year. Future properties 
also include a 150-room Four 
Points by Sheraton to be opened 
in Jamaica in the beginning of 
2014.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

The Z is one of several boutique hotels in Queens. Photo by Christina Santucci

 68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379 
(718) 366-7400         www.ctkny.org          
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Excellence in Catholic Education since 1962 
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Additionally, a BestRate Checking account provides you with:
Free online banking and bill pay, Free Mastercard® ATM/Debit card,
Free direct deposit and more. For more information or to find a branch 
near you, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

1 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money 
is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. The APY is effective March 1, 2013. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.00% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 
90-day period the rate will revert to standard pricing and rate may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. A 
daily balance below $5,000 will be assessed a lower Annual Percentage Yield. Fees may reduce earnings. 2 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone 
who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer is limited to one checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit Card Purchases – You 
will receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments OR Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s 
Online Banking portal OR signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit. Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct 
Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. 
A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for 
more details and information about these offers. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Sinai Chapels
Funeral Directors & Planners

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365
718.445.0300 or 800.446.0406

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours, to serve your family.  We offer FDIC insured pre-planning.

Dignified and comfortable chapel, located in Fresh Meadows, Queens

Funeral services at locations throughout the New York Metro area

Costs are reasonable and all family budgets are accommodated

DVD and real-time webcast of chapel services, at no additional cost

Our staff Rabbi is available to answer your questions

Experts to guide monument selection or FDIC insured pre-planning

Funeral Directors & Planners

Incredible Support That Will Never Be Forgotten
Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 

has a compassionate staff that is second to none, and has three  
generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.
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Did you know?
There is a Queens hospital that sits just  
2 blocks inside of Brooklyn.

Last year, almost 85,000 Emergency  
Department visits and 115,00 clinic visits. The Hospital of Kings and Queens

Wyckoff Heights Medical Center  •  374 Stockholm Street  •  Brooklyn, NY 11237
www.wyckoffhospital.org                        (718) 963 7272
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By Kevin Zimmerman

I
f New York City is the center 
of America’s melting pot, 
then Queens provides the 
flavor. 
Often called the most di-

verse county in the country if 
not the world, Queens’ most re-
cent census numbers confirm 
its claims of diversity. 

The 2010 U.S. Census catego-
rizes the borough’s 2.2 million 
residents as 50 percent white, 
24 percent Asian, 21 percent 
black and 3 percent mixed race. 
Of the 71 percent who identify 
their race as white or black, 
28 percent picked Hispanic as 
their ethnicity. Today, almost 

half of Queens residents are 
foreign-born and 56 percent 
speak a language other than 
English at home. 

Between 2000 and 2010, the 
borough saw a decrease in 
population, possibly because 
of undercounting of the im-
migrant communities, but es-
timates for 2012 show a slight 
rebound of a 1.9 percent in-
crease. Changes in population 
fluctuated around the borough 
with Astoria, Howard Beach, 
Jackson Heights, Ridgewood, 
Springfield Gardens and Sun-
nyside all recording drops. 

Although 2012 adjustments 
show the last census may not 
have gotten the numbers ex-

actly right. Joe Salvo, director 
of the population division at the 
City Planning Department, be-
lieves census takers correctly 
recorded the number of housing 
units in the borough, but made 
other mistakes. He points to 
Astoria, which reportedly had 
a decline of nearly 15,000 resi-
dents between 2000 and 2010.

“There’s no way Astoria saw 
a 10 percent decline. Queens 
was under-counted in 2010,” 
Salvo said. “There was a lot of 
miscalculations of (housing) 
units. Census takers classified 
a lot of units as vacant. But that 
was not the case.”

But Salvo and Andrew Bev-
eridge, chairman of the Soci-

ology Department at Queens 
College, agree some neighbor-
hoods are emptying out. 

“You’ve got a place like How-
ard Beach and it has aged out,” 
Beveridge said. 

The same goes for other ar-
eas such as Ridgewood, Salvo 
said. 

When an area is labeled as 
aging out, it simply means its 
population is growing older 
and the new residents replacing 
them are taking their time mov-
ing into the area, Salvo said. 

“These are neighborhoods 
that are in transition,” Salvo 
said. 

Once they arrive, many of 
these new residents drastically 

Demographics Tomorrow

Boro’s diversity empowers city
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change the look and feel of each 
neighborhood.  Beveridge said 
the recent numbers show the bor-
ough continues to trend toward 
residents who identify them-
selves as Hispanic or Asian. 

Corona had a 26.5 percent 
increase in its Hispanic popu-
lation and a 9.7 percent jump in 
Asian residents. At the same 
time, the area’s white popu-
lation shrank by more than 
27 percent and the number of 
black residents dropped by 
more than 29 percent. 

Salvo said the migration of 
Southeast Asian and Indian 
residents into southern and 
eastern Queens follows histor-
ic trends that nearly every im-
migrant group goes through. 
New groups arrive and form 
enclaves of their former homes 
in a region. As time passes and 
these newcomers assimilate, 
they spread out more, mov-
ing into areas that were once 
strongholds of Eastern Euro-
peans, including Russian and 

Poles, who flock to the suburbs, 
Salvo said. 

Queens College sociology 
professor Pyong Gap Min sees 
that pattern playing out in the 
Korean and Chinese popula-
tions of the borough. 

“After several generations 
in Flushing, Koreans and Chi-
nese are moving to Bayside,” 
Min said. “Between 2000 and 
2010 there were a lot of Koreans 
and Chinese moving to Bergen 
County (N.J.) and Rockland 
County.”

Koreans and Chinese tend 
to move into new areas in clus-
ters, Min said. The two groups 
feel comfortable living togeth-
er and usually opt for predomi-
nately white neighborhoods, 
Min said. 

The same cannot be said 
about Indian and Filipinos, 
who come from diverse cul-
tures and tend to settle in such 
places when they arrive here, 
Min said. 

“They feel comfortable in ar-
eas that are mixed,” Min said. 

That helps to explain how 
neighborhoods like South 
Ozone Park saw a jump of 69.4 
percent and Jamaica regis-
tered a 73 percent increase in 
Asian populations between the 
last two censuses, Min said. 

South American and West 
Indian populations are also on 
the move across the borough, 
Salvo said. 

Just as the Koreans and Chi-
nese started their migrations 
to suburbia, Dominicans and 
Trinidadians have headed out 
to other areas, Salvo said. Ec-
uadorians and Guyanese have 
moved into those areas, turn-
ing a neighborhood like Rich-
mond Hill into Little Guyana 
and keeping a strong Latino 
presence in Elmhurst. 

“New groups are coming 
in, and in places like south-
east Queens, they are taking 
an area that was once solidly 
black and turning it into West 
Indian,” Salvo said. “There is 
also an influx of immigrants 
from Africa settling into the 
same areas.”

Numbers in the Asian com-
munity jumped across the 
borough except in a handful 
of spots. Ridgewood, Forest 
Hills, which recorded a de-
crease of more than 29 percent 
in its Asian population, and 
Far Rockaway registered lower 
numbers of Asian residents in 
2010 than 2000.

Far Rockaway also recorded 
the only increase in whites in 
the borough with a jump of 

nearly 11 percent, which puts 
it in a similar category with 
its neighbor Breezy Point. The 
community on the tip of the 
peninsula holds the distinction 
of being the city’s least diverse 
neighborhood. About 95 per-
cent of its population is white.

Overall, Queens keeps at-
tracting new residents from 
around the globe, which helps 
keep the borough vibrant, Sal-
vo said. 

“Queen remains an engine of 
growth for the city,” Salvo said. 
“We get revitalized neighbor-
hoods in exchange for an injec-
tion of people into the workforce. 
We need people who do that.”

Beveridge cautioned about 
building too strong a case for 
growth on 2012 estimates be-
cause they are just that — es-
timates. He would rather look 
at the data from across the five 
boroughs to see how Queens 
fared overall. Those numbers 
seemed to suggest, despite pop-
ulation decreases across the 
Northeast and New England, 
the New York Metropolitan 
area continues to attract new 
residents. 

“That is quite good,”  Bever-
idge said. “It looks like we’ve 
returned to growth and Queens 
is growing fairly well.”

Dozens of people carry the flags of Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago during the annual Phagwah parade in Richmond 
Hill (photo l.), and dancers from Father Bellini Folklorico Dance, based at Our Lady of Sorrows in Corona, take the stage 
for a performance during a Hispanic heritage event in the community. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Libraries Tomorrow

By AlAn KrAwitz

T
oday’s Queens Library is 
much more than a place 
to merely find a book or do 
some research. More and 

more, the library has become 
a place where people can go to 
look for a job, brush up on com-
puter skills and even find out 
how to become an American 
citizen.

And as one of the busiest li-
brary systems in the country 
serving more than 2.3 million 
people from 62 locations, includ-
ing adult learning and family 
literacy centers, the library con-
tinues to evolve, improve and 
expand its services to meet the 
needs of the borough’s diverse 
and ever-growing population. 

“We are in the midst of an 
extensive multi-year capital 
improvement program, funded 
by Mayor Bloomberg, Borough 
President Helen 
Marshall, members 
of the City Council 
and the State legis-
lature,” said Thomas 
W. Galante, presi-
dent and chief execu-
tive officer of Queens 
Library. 

“It is allowing us 
to create library spac-
es that will serve the 
community far into 
the future — sepa-
rate library spaces 
for adults, teens and 
children, more room 
for technology, read-
ing lounges, outdoor 
areas where possible 
and above all flex-
ibility in design.”

Galante also said 
the library is deliv-
ering its services 
in ways which are 

keeping pace with the continu-
ing evolution of information 
technology.  

Joanne King, a spokesper-
son for the library, said that 
most branches were built long 
before anyone ever imagined 
the internet. 

She said that today, 36 per-
cent of New Yorkers depend 
solely on public libraries for 
Internet and broadband access 
at a time when many people 
go online to apply for jobs, fill 
prescriptions, file for Social Se-
curity and perform numerous 
other vital daily tasks.  

“We have to make room for 
more computer access points, 
laptop counters, Wi-Fi, self-
check-in and self-check-out,” 
King said. 

King promised that going 
forward there will be a major 
emphasis on putting even more 
technology into the hands of 

more people with the library’s 
help. 

As part of those efforts, 
King said a new pilot program 
has recently gone live in Broad 
Channel to begin providing 
community-wide Wi-Fi access. 
She said the program would be 
expanded to more communities 
within the next few months. 

In addition, last year the li-
brary began lending e-readers 
to facilitate the reading of elec-
tronic books.  

“We will be lending more 
kinds of devices to customers 
going forward,” she promised. 

Perhaps some of the library’s 
most noticeable changes have 
come in the form of a sharp in-
crease in the numbers of classes 
and programs offered on a va-
riety of topics from citizenship 
and immigration to adult liter-
acy, job readiness training and 
veterans’ issues. Library statis-

tics show that more than 700,000 
people attended more than 37,500 
free programs last year.

“Lifelong learning has been 
part of Queens Library’s mis-
sion since the beginning,” Gal-
ante said. 

“No matter what educa-
tional level you have attained, 
you need to continually keep 
learning to keep up in your 
career and for your own fulfill-
ment. Queens Library provides 
online learning opportuni-
ties, computer workshops, for-
mal classroom instruction in 
ESOL, pre-GED and GED, job 
skills training, workshops to 
help start your own business -- 
the list goes on and on.”

King added that the library 
system’s numerous programs 
address many pressing needs 
such as consumer health infor-
mation, upgrading of job skills 

Queens Library wired for action

A new state-of-the-art 
library in Glen Oaks re-
cently opened its doors. 

Photo courtesy Queens Library

Continued on Page 26
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All Stores Celebrating with the Introduction of our New & Improved 

PLATFORM BED w/ 2 Drawers on Tracks Full or Queen Size. Unf. #PB2OT-P ... Reg $461 ......SALE $299
RAISED PANEL HEADBOARD Full or Queen Size. Unf. #G92-P ......................... Reg $195 .......SALE $119
NIGHTSTAND w/ 3 Drawers on Tracks 17D x 20W x 31 1/2H Unf. #G196B-P  .. Reg $419 ......SALE $269
CHEST with 6 Drawers on Tracks 20D x 33 1/2W x 57H Unf. #G191B-P  .......... Reg $741 ......SALE $479
DRESSER with 9 Drawers on Tracks  20D x 66W x 40 1/2H Unf. #G200B-P  .... Reg $951 ......SALE $599
MIRROR 34 x 40 Unfinished #GR10-P  .............................................................. Reg $125 ........SALE $79

NEW COBBLE HILL BEDROOM SET

DOUBLE PLATFORM BED w/ 4 or 8 Drawers on Tracks Full or Queen Size. Unf. #PBDS-O
    with 4 Drawers on Tracks Unfinished ............................................................ Reg $895 ......SALE $569
    with 8 Drawers on Tracks Unfinished .......................................................... Reg $1119 ......SALE $699
BOOKCASE HEADBOARD Full or Queen Size. Unf. #89AQ-B ............................. Reg $237 ...... SALE $149
NIGHTSTAND w/ 1 Drawer on Tracks & 1 Shelf 
    17 1/2D x 16 1/2W x 29H Unf. #NT1D17-O  ................................................... Reg $265 ......SALE $169
CHEST with 7 Drawers on Tracks 17D x 30W x 55H Unf. #C7D30-O  ................ Reg $755 ......SALE $489
DRESSER with 9 Drawers on Tracks  17D x 60W x 39H Unf. #D9D60-O  .......... Reg $839 ......SALE $539
MIRROR 45 3/8 x 35 1/2 Unfinished #TZ47-O ................................................... Reg $181 ......SALE $129

NEW RED HOOK BEDROOM SET 

PLATFORM BED with 8 Drawers on Tracks Full or Queen Size. 
Featuring Solid Birch Handles. Unf. #WHSPB8-B ................................................Reg $1315 ..SALE $849
NIGHTSTAND w/ 1 Drawer on Tracks 17 1/2D x 20W x 30H Unf. #WH1DNT20-B .Reg $307 ..SALE $199
CHEST with 6 Drawers on Tracks 20D x 31 1/2W x 56 1/2H Unf. #WH6DC32-B ...Reg $839 ..SALE $539
DRESSER with 8 Drawers on Tracks  20D x 59 3/4W x 39H Unf. #WH8DD60-B  ...Reg $979 ..SALE $629
MIRROR 45 3/8 x 35 1/2 Unf. #TZ47-B  .................................................................Reg $195 ..SALE $125

NEW SOHO STORAGE BEDROOM SET 

NEW DOUGLASTON BEDROOM SET 

PLATFORM BED Full or Queen Size Unf. #TZ9Q-B ............................................ Reg $559 ..... SALE $349
NIGHTSTAND w/ 2 Drawers on Tracks 18D x 24W x 24H Unf. #SNS2D24-B  .... Reg $251 ..... SALE $159
CHEST with 6 Drawers on Tracks 18D x 24W x 62H Unf. #SC6D24-B  .............. Reg $559 ..... SALE $359
DRESSER with 8 Drawers on Tracks 18D x 45W x 43H Unf. #SD8D45-B  ......... Reg $699 .....SALE $449
MIRROR 31 1/2 x 30 Unfinished #GR100-B  ...................................................... Reg $125  ...... SALE $79

Shown in Polar White finish.
Shown in our classic 

Unfinished wood. 

Shown in our classic 
Unfinished wood. 

Shown in our classic 
Unfinished wood. 

All St

NEW COBBLE HILL BEDROO

tores Celebratingg with the Introduction of our New & ImprovedSt

MADE IN NEW YORK 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
COLLECTIONS

*Excluding mattresses, advertised sale items, lay-a-way orders, custom orders & made to order finishes. Not valid for prior sales. In store specials and package deals excluded. Lifetime warranty on Gothic 
built furniture only. All products must be registered online for warranty. Visit us online for details or ask a sales associate for documentation. Installation and set-up fees may apply to some products. Delivery 
fees are not included in pricing. Photos, accessories and mattresses are not included and are for illustrative purposes only. While supplies last, not responsible for typographical errors. Sale ends 06/30/13.

WWW.GOTHICCABINETCRAFT.COM 1-877-4-GOTHIC
QUEENS FACTORY OUTLET 

& Clearance Center 
MASPETH 58-77 57 Street 

(Corner Grand Ave.) (347) 881-1458

ASTORIA 28-49 Steinway Street ...................... (718) 932-0830
OZONE PARK 100-02 Rockaway Blvd. ........... (718) 641-4767
BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 191-22 Northern Blvd. .. (718) 321-3757
JACKSON HEIGHTS 82-16 37th Ave. ............. (718) 426-6622

JAMAICA FACTORY OUTLET 
& Clearance Center 

148-02 Jamaica Avenue 
(718) 297-1109
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and supporting education for 
people of all ages. 

Some of the library’s as-
sistance even extends into the 
realm of landlord-tenant is-
sues. King explained that in 
both the Long Island City and 
Peninsula branches, custom-
ers can even take advantage 
of a case manager who will fol-
low-up on landlord problems as 
needed and offer more services 
if the need arises. 

In earlier years, said King, a 
librarian might only go so far 
as giving a customer a list of 
phone numbers and city agen-
cies or a free legal service. 

“Today, the librarian can 
provide a palette of other re-
sources,” she said. 

Moreover, the library, which 
gets the majority of its funding 
from the city, has been steadily 
building new branches and im-
proving old ones in an effort to 
continue to meet the needs of 
Queens’ residents. 

“Queens Library is in the 
midst of the biggest capital pro-
gram in its history,” said King, 
adding that currently there are 
four brand new libraries being 
built in addition to eight major 
expansions and renovations. 

She noted that 33 branches 
are undergoing smaller updates 
such as the replacement of roofs 
and the upgrading of heating 

and ventilation systems. 
A primary reason for the 

new branches being built and 
renovations of older ones — 
Ridgewood underwent a $2.8 
million renovation in 2009, 
the new $17 million Glen Oaks 
library is fi nished and the $27 
million Elmhurst library will 
open next year — is to handle 
increasing demands on their 
capacity, according to King. 

“All of our libraries are 
very, very heavily used and 
they need more space where it 
is possible.” 

King also said much of that 
needed space is due to customer 
preferences in how they use the 
various parts of the library. 

“Over the years, we have 
found that adults, teens and 
children prefer to have sepa-
rate library spaces whenever 
possible,” King said. “Teens 
and children make more noise 
than the adults like, the teens 
don’t like the younger children 
around, etc.” 

King said everyone needs 
a piece of the library they can 
call their own and that adults 
increasingly need a place to 
just come and “be.” 

“Whether they want quiet 
space to read, study or email, 
read the newspaper, engage in 
online learning, or just relax … 
the library is a welcoming, free 
and open place to do it all.”

Continued from Page 24

German 
 for Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org

or call:

212 787 7543 Visitors to branches of Queens Library can sign up for computer time at the 
various locations. Photo courtesy Queens Library
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

We Treat You Like Family

We are a dedicated, caring Bank that is committed to the success of our
customers and the well-being of our community. We make a difference
in each community we serve, and we wouldn’t have it any other way.

COMMUNITY
MINDED BANKING

COMMUNITY
MINDED BANKING

Brought To You ByBrought To You By
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Education Tomorrow

By Rich Bockmann

w
ith more than 290,000 students 
attending the borough’s public 
schools last year, Queens had the 
second-highest enrollment across 

the city.
Queens is also the most overcrowded 

borough, and the city’s School Construc-
tion Authority is the organization tasked 
with building out capacity for current stu-
dents and those to come, and there are a lot 
more coming. 

In order to stay ahead of the curve, the 
authority has hired two consulting firms 
to take a look at the city’s historical demo-
graphic data and project how many stu-
dents are headed toward the public schools 
in the future, and where they will be.

Enrollment is affected by factors such 
as the economy, housing trends or immi-
gration laws, so the projections are subject 
to change if, for example, the city’s next 
mayor enacts new educational policies. 
And particularly in areas of the borough 

where there are large numbers of undocu-
mented immigrants, it can be hard to cre-
ate an accurate forecast.

So while the projections sometimes ar-
rive at different figures, they do agree on 
one thing: Queens’ schools will grow more 
than those in any borough and by the mid-
dle of the decade, the county will have the 
largest high school population.

Going back to 1972, when New York 
City’s public school population peaked at 
1.14 million students, enrollment started 
to decline drastically over a period of ten 
years, bottoming out in 1982 at a little more 
than 918,000.

Over the next several years the city saw 
gradual gains until 1990, when enrollment 
shot up drastically again for ten years, lev-
eling out at about 1.1 million at the begin-
ning of the new century.

After 2000 the number of students 
dipped gradually over eight years, leveling 
out and fluctuating around the 1 million 
mark around 2008.

But while the city’s overall enrollment 

has been oscillating in the latter half of the 
aughts, Queens has been a different story.

Beginning in 2006 the borough started 
seeing an increase in the number of stu-
dents that has sustained itself even as the 
city’s dipped down slightly this year.

Factors contributing to Queens’ growth 
have been positive net migration (more 
people moving into the borough than out 
of it) and a large natural increase (more 
births than deaths) in the population.

But Brooklyn has had even bigger gains 
in those areas and saw its student enroll-
ment go down while Queens’ has risen. So 
what accounts for the difference?

Queens by far has the largest number of 
foreign-born residents of any borough in 
the city, and in terms of its student body 
it has the largest combination of Hispanics 
and Asians, the two ethnic groups that are 
growing fastest and projected to grow the 
most into the 20s.

No other borough has seen the sharp 
increase starting in 2006 in these two stu-
dent groups that Queens has.

student enrollment on the rise
Half of city’s projected classroom growth expected here in Queens

Students jam the halls of Francis Lewis High School. Queens is projected to have the city’s largest high school population by 2017.
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Through 2021 the city is expected to add 
more than 58,000 students in its schools, 
and about 50 percent of that growth is ex-
pected to happen in Queens.

Out of the borough’s seven pre-kinder-
garten-through-eight-grade school dis-
tricts, six will have more students through 
the decade with western Queens’ District 
24 — covering neighborhoods such as Co-
rona, Elmhurst, Middle Village, Ridge-
wood and Glendale — leading the way.

Expected growth of more than 7,000 stu-
dents through 2021 in and of itself would 
put the district in the construction author-
ity’s sights, but considering the fact that 
District 24 is already the most overcrowd-
ed in the borough and one of the most over-
crowded in the city, it is sure to be near the 
top of the DOE’s to-do list.

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
has said addressing overcrowding in west-
ern Queens is one of the department’s top 
priorities, and one of the ways it is doing 
that is through its five-year capital plan.

Through the plan, the department has 
identified 11 projects that will add 5,199 
seats to District 24 by the time they are 
completed in 2016, including a 1,100-seat 
elementary school in Corona. Nick Co-
mainni, president of District 24’s Commu-
nity Education Council, said the biggest 
contributor to overcrowding in the Corona 

and Elmhurst area is the prevalence of il-
legal sublets.

“You’ve got a one-family home with sev-
en families living in it. The census comes 
out and can’t get an accurate count. We 
just don’t know what the true numbers are 
in this area.”

Comainni said rezoning could alleviate 
some of the district’s overcrowding, but he 
sees enforcement of the city’s housing laws 
as the best solution.

The borough’s second-most overcrowded 
area, District 30, is projected to either lose 
985 students or pick up 173 by next decade. 

The district covers Astoria, Long Is-
land City, Woodside, Sunnyside, Jackson 
Heights and East Elmhurst. The DOE 
plans to add 3,717 seats through 10 projects 
by 2016.

District 25 — covering Flushing, Whit-
estone  and College Point — should add 
between 3,059 and 3,730 pupils. The DOE 
plans to add 982 seats.

District 26 — covering Bayside, Auburn-
dale, Little Neck, Douglaston, Oakland 
Gardens, Bellerose, Floral Park and Fresh 
Meadows — is projected to gain between 
1,344 and 1,742 students. Through one proj-
ect scheduled to be completed by July the 
city plans to add 416 seats.

District 27 — encompassing the Rock-
away Peninsula, Broad Channel, Howard 

Beach, Woodhaven, Ozone Park and parts 
of Richmond Hill, South Ozone Park and 
South Jamaica — is expected to pick up be-
tween 997 and 1,287 students. The city cur-
rently has plans for 860 new seats.

District 28 —  covering Rego Park, For-
est Hills, Briarwood, and parts of Jamaica, 
South Jamaica, Richmond Hill and Ozone 
Park — is projected to add between 1,836 
and 2,411 students. There are currently no 
projects planned for the district.

District 29 — which covers Queens Vil-
lage, Cambria Heights, Rosedale, Laurel-
ton, St. Albans, Hollis and parts of Spring-
field Gardens, Jamaica and Jamaica 
Estates — is expected to either lose 63 or 
gain eight students. The city plans to add 
1,103 seats.

The borough’s high schools are expected 
to experience significant growth as well.

Queens will likely add more than 12,000 
high school students through 2012, grow-
ing more than 16 percent, while the other 
boroughs remain under 8-percent growth.

In 2017 Queens’ high school enrollment 
is projected to surpass that of Brooklyn’s, 
making it the borough with the largest 
high school roll.

Reach reporter Rich Bockmann by e-mail 
at rbockmann@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4574.

CUSTOMIZE 
YOUR CAMP!

Serving Communities from Queens to Western Nassau

Ages 2.9 - 16 years old
★ Indoor & Outdoor Options

★ Exciting Trips & Overnights

★ Teen Travel & Community Service

★ AM/PM Extended Hours Available

★ Camps for Children with Special Needs

★ American Red Cross Swim Instruction

★ Lunch Program and Transportation Available
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 By Phil Corso

e
ven though it will not be 
built in the same borough, 
Roosevelt Island’s soon-to-
be hub of all things tech-

nology will still translate into 
new opportunities for startups 
in Queens, city and university 
leaders said.

A brand new Cornell/Tech-
nion consortium has been cho-
sen to eventually transform 
Manhattan’s Roosevelt Island, 
which is connected to Astoria 
by a bridge and a mere stone’s 
throw away, into a home for in-
novation. The plan was mapped 
to include a 2 million-square-
foot housing complex for up to 
2,500 students and nearly 280 
faculty members projected to 
populate the campus by 2043, 
according to Cornell Univer-
sity.

Its proximity to Queens has 
energized tech leaders in the 
borough, although at least one 
visionary was disappointed 
that the new Cornell/Tech 
campus did not end up at Wil-
lets Point.

The consortium is setting 
out to attract the most innova-
tive and technical minds to 
spur entrepreneurial growth 
throughout New York City, 
administrators said. The new 
campus was designed in part to 
encourage real-world commer-
cial applications and technol-
ogy leadership, the school said 

Jukay Hsu, the Flushing 
founder of the Coalition for 

Queens, had initially pushed 
the city to tap the Willets Point 
section of Queens as the go-
to technology destination as 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg re-
searched where to fulfill part 
of his Applied Sciences NYC 
initiative.

The mayor ultimately 
passed on the borough, but Hsu 
said there were still vast inno-
vation possibilities in Queens. 
Hsu described Long Island 
City as an especially exciting 
area for technological growth 
because of its large number of 
industrial spaces and ware-
houses - perfect breeding 
grounds for tech startups and 
entrepreneurs.

“I think there’s huge poten-
tial with Cornell affecting and 
catalyzing western Queens,” 
said Hsu, whose nonprofit co-
alition promotes the tech in-
dustry. “Right now, there’s a 
great vibrant start-up commu-
nity there with so many great 
companies.”

He said the new campus 
should attract an even greater 
culture of innovation to his 
home borough to supplement a 
thriving community, citing the 
coalition’s own Queens Tech 
Meetup monthly gatherings as 
a prime example.

The science and engineer-
ing project landed in Roosevelt 
Island through a partnership 
between Bloomberg, Cornell 
University and Technion-Israel 
Institute of Technology.

“We are deeply gratified to 

have the opportunity to real-
ize Mayor Bloomberg’s vision 
for New York City: to prepare 
tomorrow’s expanding talent 
pool of tech leaders and en-
trepreneurs to work with the 
city’s key industries in grow-
ing tomorrow’s innovation 
ecosystem,” Cornell President 
David Skorton said when the 
plan was announced in 2011. 
“We are going to put our plan 
to work, tapping into our ex-
tensive connections through-
out the city and build a truly 
21st century campus to fuel the 
creation of new businesses and 
new industries throughout the 
city for decades to come.”

Cornell/Technion took the 
first step in 2012 by installing a 
temporary location in Chelsea, 
with the first phase of the per-
manent Roosevelt Island cam-
pus expected to open no later 
than 2017. And within the fol-
lowing decade, the college said 
the campus will have expanded 
to more than 1.3 million square 
feet.

Once it is finished, the tech 
campus will make way for an 
influx of full-time graduate en-
gineering students enrolled in 
master’s and Ph.D programs, 
Cornell/Technion administra-
tors said.

“Together, we have the 
means, ingenuity and will pow-
er to make our world a better 
place by joining with Cornell 
University and the great people 
of New York City for this in-
novative new center of learn-
ing and enterprise,” Technion 
President Peretz Lavie said. 

On the local level in Queens, 
Community Board 1 has kept 
a close watch on the undertak-
ing and what it could mean for 
them at home. District Man-
ager Lucille Hartmann said 
the board’s consensus was one 
of excitement even if the new 
campus’ roots will not be plant-
ed in the same borough.

Hartmann said the commu-
nity board planned on reach-
ing out to the area students as 
the campus grows with hopes 

Cornell Tomorrow

new tech center
inspires start-ups
flocking to LIC
Cornell campus expected 
to create visionary culture
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of establishing new connec-
tions and partnerships.

“We’re all very happy about 
it,” Hartmann said. “This is 
something we have been look-
ing forward to as a board. We 
want to work together with the 
people who live there.”

But there were still some 
concerns, Hartmann said.

As the Cornell/Tech cam-

pus begins to prepare for the 
2017 opening, construction ma-
terials have been continually 
driven in and out of Roosevelt 
Island on Queens roads, which 
has resulted in traffic prob-
lems.  

Hartmann said the board 
was in talks with the city and 
campus officials with recom-
mendations that construction 

materials be barged in by wa-
ter rather than brought in on 
wheels.

The school said it hopes to 
break ground in 2014 on its first 
phase. The entire project will 
not be completely finished un-
til 2037, administrators said.

By the time all is said and 
done, a city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation study pre-

dicted the new campus would 
tap into the region’s thriving 
tech community and ultimate-
ly generate nearly 600 spin-off 
companies, creating 30,000 new 
jobs throughout the city.

The city economic impact 
analysis projected the new 
NYCTech campus would pro-
duce more than $23 billion in 
overall economic activity and 
$1.4 billion in tax revenue over 
the next 30 years. In its ear-
lier phases, it will create up to 
20,000 construction jobs and as 
many as 8,000 permanent jobs, 
the study said.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4573.

The Technion-Cornell Innovation 
Institute speaks to the future of 
Roosevelt Island (rendering above), 
and the first phase of the new tech 
campus (l.) at Roosevelt Island is ex-
pected to be completed in 2017. 

Renderings courtesy Cornell (above)  
and Kilograph
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Arts & EntErtAinmEnt Tomorrow

By Steve MoSco

n
ew York City is the entertainment 
capital of the country. Few can 
argue that another city has had 
more of an impact on music, mov-

ies, nightlife, theater and food.
The majority of that acclaim is con-

stantly directed toward Manhattan. 
Sure, Brooklyn has gotten a few nods of 
approval in recent years, but historical-
ly one borough in particular has rarely 
garnered any real attention for its con-
tribution to the arts. 

But change is on the horizon. In fact, 
change is here. Queens has raised its 
profile in the arts and entertainment in-
dustries by leaps and bounds in recent 
years with a slew of high-profile draw-
ing cards. 

The borough got a major boost in 
2010 when Resorts World Casino New 
York City opened its doors in South 
Ozone Park. The site of Aqueduct Race-
track sat crumbling on Rockaway Bou-
levard for years, with barely a hint of its 
past glory even modestly detectable. After 
numerous development starts and stops, 
Malaysian gaming giant Genting built a 
first-class casino and entertainment desti-
nation in south Queens. 

When Resorts World celebrated its one-
year anniversary in October, officials an-
nounced it had emerged as the single larg-
est slot revenue gaming property in the 
country, generating close to $650 million 
in revenue in 12 months, outpacing slots at 
Atlantic City in New Jersey and Foxwoods 
and Mohegan Sun in Connecticut.

Aside from the gross gaming revenues 
generated since it opened, Resorts World 
has sent more than $445 million in tax 
revenue to the state, with more than $286 
million of that going directly to the state’s 
education fund.

And what is good for the state is good for 
Queens.

“We are confident that as we continue 
enhancing our gaming and entertainment 
offerings for the next year, the Queens com-
munity and New York state will continue to 
be the big winners at Resorts World Casino, 
with record revenues for education and the 
horse racing industry,” said Michael Spell-
er, president of Resorts World Casino New 
York City. 

And from the end of May through Nov. 

17, Resorts World will host the East Coast 
Car Association Tuesday Cruise Night and 
Car Show every Tuesday in the casino’s 
VIP parking lot. Guests will get to see more 
than 60 custom cars and contribute to the 
Toys for Tots drive for St. Mary’s Health-
care System for Children in Bayside.

Casino officials promise more concerts 
and events in the coming year, giving visi-
tors a chance to indulge in two first class 
restaurants, RW Prime Steakhouse and 
Genting Palace.

Foods is huge in today’s culture – and 
gastronomical specialists in Queens are 
learning fast that one does not have to 
travel out of the borough for original and 
enticing fare. 

Flushing boasts some of the most stag-
gering Asian cuisine this side of Manhat-
tan’s Chinatown. The popular styles of 
Chinese cuisine from every part of China 
are ubiquitously accessible in Flushing 
including Taiwanese, Shanghainese, Hu-
nanese, Szechuan, Cantonese, Fujianese, 
Xinjiang, Zhejiang and Korean Chinese. 
Even the relatively obscure Dongbei style 
of cooking indigenous to Northeast China 
is now available in Flushing Chinatown, 
as well as Mongolian cuisine.

One of the most popular restaurants 
for Northern Chinese fare in Flushing re-
mains Golden Place, 140-09 Cherry Ave. 

Other restaurants among Flushing’s finest 
include Fu Run, 40-09 Prince St., and Spicy 
& Tasty, 39-07 Prince St. 

But China is not the only well-represent-
ed foodie paradise in Queens, not by a long 
shot. The county is the most culturally di-
verse in the country – and thankfully, all 
of those ethnic groups brought their culi-
nary sensibilities with them.

Jackson Heights overflows with flavors 
from India, Colombia and Argentina; As-
toria is awash in Greek heritage; Corona 
is coursing with Dominican culture; and 
German history is alive and well in the 
Ridgewood, Glendale area. 

Flavors from around the globe will con-
tinue to thrive in those and other areas 
around Queens, but many agree that the 
hotbed for culinary mastery in the bor-
ough is on its far west end in Long Island 
City. For food fanatics who believe that cul-
tural diversity is best expressed on taste 
buds, the annual Taste of LIC is a must.

Presented by The Chocolate Factory 
and taking place this year Tuesday, June 
4 at Gantry Plaza State Park, the event 
brings together the neighborhood’s bud-
ding food culture – including area favor-
ites Alobar, 46-42 Vernon Blvd.; Shi, 47-20 
Center Blvd.; and Sage General Store, 24-20 
Jackson Ave.

Continued on Page 34

Casino ups ante on A&e scene

Since opening in 2011, Resorts World has offered a new dimension to entertainment for the Queens popula-
tion. Photo by Christina Santucci
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It is lucky that LIC has a foodie future, 
because the neighborhood is home to 
many galleries and formerly starving art-
ists. The most notable is MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., one of the oldest and largest 
nonprofit contemporary art institutions in 
the country. The exhibition space devotes 
its energy and resources to displaying the 
most experimental art in the world, right 
here in Queens.

And the film industry’s version of a fine 
art museum can also be found in the bor-
ough, close to the L.I.C. area. The Museum 
of the Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave. in As-
toria, advances the public understanding 
and appreciation of the art, history, tech-
nique and technology of film, television 
and digital media. To meet that end, it of-
fers a vast collection of movie memorabilia 
and film-related exhibitions.

While a museum is where most film pro-
ducers hope their works will end up, they 
must all begin on a production back lot – 
most of the time in Hollywood, Calif. But 
Queens is home to two of the industry’s 
best-known production studios: Kaufman 
Astoria Studios in Astoria and Silvercup 
Studios in Long Island City. 

Kaufman Astoria Studios, where “Ses-
ame Street” is filmed, plans to open the 
city’s only state-of-the-art outdoor movie 

set this summer on 36th Street, between 
34th and 35th avenues. The stage, where 
car chases can soon be filmed without film 
crews occupying entire city blocks, is ex-
pected to attract more movie and TV pro-
ductions to the area. 

Silvercup Studios opened in 1983 in the for-
mer Silvercup Bakery and now houses more 
than 400,000 square feet of space, including 
19 studios and on-site production offices.

And both studios are busy at work, as 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced in Febru-
ary that applications to New York state for 
post-production work have soared as a re-
sult of legislation championed and signed 
into law by the governor last year, which 
strengthened incentives to attract post-
production activity to the state.

“New York is a wonderful place to edit a 
film,” said Jamie Patricof, of Electric City 
Entertainment. “With the amazing facili-
ties and large talent pool you have unlim-
ited options.”

Queens stands to benefit from the film 
industry’s attraction to the state. And as 
the borough’s profile grows, residents can 
expect to be cultured, entertained and well 
fed far into the future. 

Reach reporter Steve Mosco by e-mail at 
smosco@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4546.

Continued from Page 32

For a growing 
number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the 
delays and expense 
of conventional lo-
cal divorces, fast, 
inexpensive Carib-
bean and offshore 
US divorces have 
been the answer.
A leader in the fast 

divorce business 
has been Divorce-
fast.com of Mas-
sachusetts, a com-
pany that has been 
providing speedy, 
low-cost foreign di-
vorces for 50 years. 
The company pro-
vides divorces that 
can be completed in 
as little as one day 

in Mexico, the Do-
minican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US 
offshore island of 
Guam.
According to Alan 

Alford, proprietor 
of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorc-
es offered require 
travel to the court, 
while some can be 
done without any 
travel or court ap-
pearance. Some re-
quire both parties 
to sign the court 
petition for divorce, 
while others can be 
achieved with only 
one party signing. 
All of the divorces 
happen very quick-

ly and with a mini-
mum amount of pa-
perwork.
The divorces are 

valid and recog-
nized everywhere, 
and Alford reports 
that he processes 
several thousand 
of them every year, 
particularly for 
New Yorkers. The 
total cost for fast 
divorces starts at 
$895, with other 
options raising the 
price to as high as 
$1,500. All of the 
divorces, Alford 
says, are completed 
within a few days 
and the clients are 
then free to re-

marry or otherwise 
continue with their 
lives as single per-
sons.
Anyone inter-

ested in more de-
tails about the Di-
vorcefast offerings 
should access the 
company website: 
www.divorcefast .
com The forms and 
instructions are 
printed out from 
there and submit-
ted to the company. 
For those lacking 
Internet access Al-
ford and his staff 
are prepared to dis-
cuss foreign divorc-
es on the phone, or 
by mail.

www.divorcefast.com         CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

Divorce Caribbean Style WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for over 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Edward Wu, project manager for Sky Foods, helps 
move Queens cuisine forward with culturally di-
verse ingredients.
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Quontic Bank Regional Vice 
President a true ‘personal banker’

By Camille Sperrazza

He’s not a doctor, but he makes house 
calls.

Michael A. Serao, Regional Vice Presi-
dent of Quontic Bank, personifies the 
term, “personal banker.” 

Need to make a deposit, but don’t have 
time to get to the bank? Serao will come to 
your home or workplace, pick up the de-
posit, and take it to the bank for you. And 
no, the deposit does not have to be for a 
substantial sum of money. It’s just part of 
the service clients can expect when they 
do business with Quontic Bank.

Here, banking is all about relationships. 
“We work one-on-one with clients, lis-

tening to what they have to say,” says Se-
rao. Is there something you need? “We will 
work with you to get it,” he says.  

Is your personal or business account 
not satisfactory? 

“We will work to change it,” he says.
It’s not just rhetoric. Serao provides his 

clients with his cell phone number, and 
tells them to call whenever it suits them. 
Maybe for some, the future of banking will 

be online, all the time, but not here. Not 
when there are still many people who be-
lieve that the best way of doing business 
is face-to-face with someone you can 
speak with and trust. 

Quontic Bank positions itself as the 
“neighborhood bank,” and Serao is the 
face of that bank, providing customers 
with personal assistance. 

“If you want to have a voice at your 
bank, come in and talk to us,” he says. 
“We’ll give you our full attention.”

Sure you can still bank online if you 
want to, but it’s nice to have someone you 
can call, too.

Serao is that person. He says he’s proud 
that the Huffington Post has called him, 
“the banker everybody loves.” It’s a title 
he says he’s earned through hard work, 
diligence, and dedication — but the key to 
his success is really quite simple, he says. 
He treats people with respect. 

“When I tell a customer I’m going to call 
at a certain time, I call,” he says.

When you’re a person of substance, 
word gets around. Satisfied customers re-
fer friends and family members, and this 

has served Serao’s career well. He’s been 
in the banking field for about a decade, 
the last 21/2 years at Quontic, a company 
that shares many of his values.  Quontic is 
community-centered, says Serao — and 
so is he. The branch opens its doors to 
nonprofits, offering a place for them to 
hold meetings and special events. 

“We don’t just provide monetary sup-
port to the area. We are there, at the event, 
providing physical labor,” he says.

This is something Serao believes in, 
too. He serves on 17 different boards, in-
cluding Community Board 1, the Astoria 
Civic Association, Ditmars Merchants As-
sociation, and the Broadway Merchants 
Association, to name a few. It keeps him 
aware of what’s going on in the neighbor-
hood that he loves. And, Serao’s ties to 
the Astoria community go way back to 
his grandfather, Edward Serao, from Bo-
gan and Sons Furniture, a Steinway Street 
staple for decades. 

For this banker, at least, life isn’t only 
about accumulating money. It’s about us-
ing it to enhance lives. Serao has been 
honored for his personal philanthropy. He 
has contributed to diverse causes that 
range from helping children with disabilities 
to programs that benefit senior citizens. 
His office is filled with photos of people in 
media and politics that he’s worked with, 
including Peter Vallone Jr., who is running 
for Queens Borough President. Serao also 
works with Vallone’s dad — former City 
Council Speaker Peter F. Vallone Sr. — as 
both are board members of the Astoria 
Civic Association. He long admired the Val-
lones’ contributions to the community, and 
says he gains inspiration from them.

All of this old-fashioned goodness sets 
him apart from so many bankers who look 
only at the bottom line. For Serao, the 
bottom line — the reason for being in this 
business — is to help others.  

Quontic Bank [31-05 Broadway between 
31st Street and Broadway in Astoria, (718) 
215–4002, www.QuonticBank.com]. Open 
Mondays through Thursdays, 8:30 am–5 
pm; Fridays, 8:30 am–6 pm; Saturdays, 9 
am–1 pm.

Michael A Serao, Regional Vice President of Quontic Bank, goes the extra mile for his 
customers. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

ADVERTORIAL
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For more information call  
Roslyn Nieves,  

Community Development Manager 
(718) 886-8160 
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QPTV is a not-for-profit private corporation 
serving the residents of Queens. 
QPTV cablecasts the most diverse programming 
to the most diverse community in the world 
reaching approximately 500,000 subscribers 24 
hours a day, every day. 

Queens Public Television 
Stuart Domber, President 
Daniel J. Leone, Executive Director 

Board of Directors 
Joel A. Miele, Sr., Chairman; 
Nayibe Berger, Sandra Delson,  
Patrick J. DiMotta, John B. Haney,  
Alfred Harris, Henry Kee, 
Joan Serrano-Laufer, 
Ruth Schlossman 

41-61 Kissena Boulevard | Suite 2077 
Flushing, New York 11355 
(718) 886-8160 | Office 
(718) 886-8168 | Fax 
(718) 886-4880 | Information Line 

qptv.org 

The 2013 Hometown Video Awards Dinner was held on Thursday, 
May 30, 2013 at the Westin St. Francis in San Francisco, California, 
during  the  Alliance  for  Community  Media  (ACM)  Conference  and  
Exhibition. 

Overall Excellence in Public Access entries are submitted to the  
ACM by various access organizations, cable companies, educational 
institutions, local government, or other institutions that provide public, 
educational, or governmental access services throughout the United 
States. As an access center, QPTV submitted a compilation of programs 
that reflect the diversity in the NYC borough of Queens. 

Changing Lives & Building Communities for 31 Years 
QPTV has a long standing history of serving the community. In 1982 

QPTV made its entrance on the national stage of community television. 
Since our inception we have trained thousands of residents and cablecast 
over 90,000 programs. QPTV continues to be a leader in community 
television in New York. For over 31 years QPTV has advocated and 
supported media “of the people, by the people, for the people.” 

Queens, New York is the most diverse community in the world. Over 
two hundred languages and dialects are spoken here. Every race, creed, 
culture, religion, and political point of view can be found, not only in 
this community, but also on our four channels. QPTV is democracy in 
action: we are committed to assisting everyone in this community to 
exercise their First Amendment right to free expression. 

QPTV has become the destination for journalists visiting from abroad, 
especially from those countries that are in a struggle for liberation. The  
International Visitor Leadership Program is an extension of the U.S.  
Department  of  State.  Journalists  from  Iraq,  Afghanistan,  Korea,  
Libya, and Francophone  Africa  have  visited  our  facilities  over  the  
past  year.  The  journalists,  as  can  be  discerned  from  the  list,  are 
from countries deeply involved with the struggle for liberation. They are  
keenly  interested  in  establishing  a  center  for  community  media  in  
their  respective  countries;  a  media  free  from  government  control  
and  censorship.  QPTV  has  become  a  model  for  journalists  freeing  
themselves from oppressive governments. 

We  are  proud  of  our  award  winning  series:  Queens  Update:  A  
Live Town Hall Meeting which has earned recognition for the programs 
Bullying in America and Gay in America. QPTV’s latest original series, 
Understanding Mental Illness, has been honored with two first place 
awards from the Alliance for Community Media’s Northeast Region 
Video Festival for the episodes “What is Mental Illness?” and 
“Community Based Treatment.”  We’ve also covered other hard hitting 
and controversial issues like building a mosque near Ground Zero, the 
disturbing reality of illegal gun violence, and the death penalty. 

Community  Television  offers  an  opportunity  for  every  individual  
and  not-for-profit  organization  to  participate  in  community  media,  
free  from  censorship,  which  is  guaranteed  and  protected  by  our  
First Amendment. 

Go to www.qptv.org to view the award-winning video: 

QPTV Presents: Overall Excellence in Public Access 
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead 

to Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center. As your neighbor, our wide 

variety of clinical services are always 
available to you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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Jamaica Hospital meeting the changing focus of health care
By Camille Sperrazza

The focus of health care is changing. 
Rather than treating people when they 

become sick, we need to look at ways to 
keep them healthy. 

Such is the concept behind Jamaica 
Hospital’s Community-Based Care Pro-
gram. Studies have shown that patients 
who are released from a hospital stay are 
at risk of being re-admitted within 30 days, 
says Dr. Angelo Canedo, the program’s di-
rector. This is because they may neglect 
important follow-up care, due to a wide 
range of issues. Perhaps they don’t have 
the money for doctor visit co-payments; 
maybe they don’t have the energy to ful-
fill prescriptions; sometimes the home 
environment does not allow them to fully 
recover from the conditions that brought 
them to the hospital in the first place.

Jamaica Hospital’s Community-Based 
Care Program sends a team of three 
people — a nurse practitioner, a care co-
ordinator, and a community care assistant 
— to knock on doors, visit with patients, 
and work closely with a primary care phy-
sician, to see that the needs of these indi-
viduals are being met.

“The best way to help them is to man-
age their multiple needs,” says Dr. Canedo, 
and this includes educating them. “Part of 
being sick isn’t medical. There are many 
social determinates to good health.” 

One of them is eating right. 
“You are what you eat,” says the doctor. 

“Many people don’t have the resources to 
eat healthy. Let’s face it, eating healthy is 
expensive.” 

Instead, people fill themselves with inex-
pensive foods that don’t provide proper nu-
trition, and may be high in sodium or sugar.

Patients who have spent a lifetime eat-
ing this way need to be re-educated. They 
may benefit from a diet that includes rea-
sonably priced frozen meals sold in gro-
cery stores, the doctor says. These meals 
are convenient, and portions are con-
trolled. Oatmeal is highly recommended 
by the doctor. 

“It’s great for the cardiovascular and cir-
culatory systems,” he says.  

Digestion also impacts health, he notes. 
Eating slowly and drinking water with meals 
are encouraged. Another factor to consider 
is how food interacts with medications. 

“Some medicine and food shouldn’t be 

taken together,” he says. 
The team will provide follow-up care for 

30 days, assessing these factors and so 
many more.  

“It’s a life care system,” says the doctor. 
“Family genetics, relationships, and mental 
health issues are all tied to physical health. 
Depression is detrimental to health.” 

When the Community-Based Care 
Team visits the homes of these at-risk pa-
tients, it can evaluate all of these factors. 
In addition, the team notes any reaction 
patients might have to new medications, 
and they ascertain medications are being 
taken properly. 

“The idea is to provide interventions in 
the home, reducing the risk of preventable 
re-admissions,” says the doctor. 

After all, nobody wants to be hospital-
ized. 

“It’s taxing, both emotionally and physi-
cally, for patients and their loved ones,” 
says Dr. Canedo.

The hospital’s goal is to cut 30-day re-
admissions by at least 20 percent, says 
the doctor, a goal aligned with the gov-
ernment’s efforts to decrease hospital re-
admissions. Patients are identified for the 
program via computer, he says, and the 
specific risk factors these individuals face 
are also indicated. 

When the 30 days are up, there are 
ongoing services that continue to pro-

vide assistance. For example, volunteer 
“health coaches” may pay visits. Patients 
have access to a portal, called “My Chart,” 
which allows them to view their medical 
records with family members. They can e-
mail questions, and seek advice. 

There are call centers that advise and 
educate, says the doctor, as on-going 
education is extremely important.  

“We see hundreds and hundreds of peo-
ple who have suffered strokes, and many 
don’t even know they’ve had strokes.” 
Patients may feel a little disoriented, per-
haps some numbing, or maybe they’ve 
stumbled. “They think they’re tired, and 
just need a good night’s sleep,” he says. 

A few hours later, “They come in when 
they wake up, because they feel worse.” 
But valuable time has lapsed, as seek-
ing help immediately after a stroke can 
make all the difference in the world, says 
the doctor. “People need to recognize the 
symptoms of a stroke.”

If it takes a village to raise a child, it 
stands to reason that it is also the com-
munity’s responsibility to help that person 
remain healthy and productive for a life-
time. This is the goal of health care now, 
and in the future.

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center [8900 
Van Wyck Expressway between 89th and 
91st avenues in Jamaica, (718) 206–6000, 
www.JamaicaHospital.org.]

From left, care coordinators Edith Gonzalez and Meganlove Carrenard, and nurse Marjo-
rie Charles are part of a new traveling team at Jamaica Hospital that checks up on elderly 
or needy people in the community as part of a preventitive health service. 

Photo by Elizabeth Graham

ADVERTORIAL



Rebuild Tomorrow

By Karen Frantz

m
ore than six months after Hurricane 
Sandy hit, there has been much talk 
about reshaping the city’s coasts 
to make them more impervious to 

storms and floods. But though the city is 
exploring numerous options to that end, 
from modifying building codes to flood 
mitigation projects, few concrete plans are 
yet in place, leaving the future landscape 
of southern Queens a question mark.

“There are so many unknowns,” said 
state Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder (D-Far 
Rockaway), whose district covering Howard 
Beach, Broad Channel and most of the Rock-
aways was pummeled by the superstorm.

He said people in the process of recover-
ing their homes, businesses and their lives 
have not been getting clear answers about 
how they should rebuild and they don’t 
have time to wait before moving forward.

“So many families, they’re just not get-
ting the guidance they need,” he said.

One such unknown is which homeown-
ers may be required to raise their homes 
above the flood plain through pilings or 
other means, creating a look reminiscent 
of coastal homes farther south along the 
Eastern seaboard.

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency is in the process of revising its 
30-year-old flood maps that assess flood-
ing risks. The maps are used to set build-
ing codes, and they dictate which homes 
would be required to be elevated above the 
flood plain or face higher flood insurance 
premiums.

In order to offer guidance to Hurricane 
Sandy victims in the process of rebuilding, 
FEMA released advisory flood maps that 
lumped many areas of Queens not already 
on existing flood maps, such as Howard 
Beach, into high-risk flood zones.

But those maps are still subject to change 
and the official maps may not be released 
for a few years, leaving residents who need 
to rebuild now in a tough position. 

“That’s the quandary we’re in,” said 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach). “[Residents] don’t have sufficient 
information from the government yet.”

He said residents are in the position of 
deciding to rebuild their homes to the stan-
dards set before Sandy and risk having to 
raise their homes in the future. Or they 
could swallow the cost of elevating their 
homes now only to find later that it was un-
necessary.

In the meantime, it seems very few ho-
meowners with houses that were damaged 
by Hurricane Sandy have decided to raise 
their homes as they rebuild, Addabbo and 
Goldfeder said.

“For the most part, nobody that I know 
at this point is actively looking to elevate,” 
Addabbo said.

And Goldfeder also said he has not seen 
evidence that people are rebuilding higher, 
saying residents have been more focused 
on fixing their houses as quickly as pos-
sible so they can return to a normal life.

Work is performed on Rockaway Beach in 
April 2013. Photo by Christina Santucci

Sandy rebuilding still in limbo



Mitigation projects that would make the 
coasts less likely to flood are also in uncer-
tain territory.

Last year Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
created the Special Initiative for Rebuild-
ing and Resiliency which is looking into 
projects that will protect the city against 
future powerful storms and other effects 
of climate change. The initiative was ex-
pected to release a report in May and from 
there will determine which projects are in 
the realm of possibility, said Community 
Board 10 Chair Betty Braton.

She said the city is looking into vari-
ous mitigation measures such as creating 
a levee or strengthening bulkheads. Other 
suggestions that have been offered include 
allowing buildings to put mechanical in-
frastructure on a floor other than the base-
ment, such as the roof, or burying power 
cables underground.

“It’s a question of can these projects go 
from ideas to reality?” Braton said.

But Goldfeder said at least one flood 
mitigation project has been given the 
green light. The Army Corps of Engineers 
is planning on rebuilding the Rockaways’ 
beaches by pumping 300 million cubic 
yards of sand onto the coast.

The extra sand will create dunes and a lon-
ger sand bed, expanding the beach outwards 
from the coast by 100 feet at a minimum.

“The waves crashing would crash on 
the beach as opposed to crashing on our 

homes,” Goldfeder said.
He said the project will be completed in 

two phases that would start in June and go 
on for about one year.

Another mitigation project that will 
change the look of southern Queens in-
cludes a new steel sheet wall that will run 
7 feet above the water’s surface along the 
right-of-way by the battered A line subway 
track that runs from Howard Beach across 
Jamaica Bay to the Rockaways.

The A line took a tremendous beating 
during Hurricane Sandy and was slated to 
reopen May 31 after the MTA made repairs 
to tracks, electrical substations, signals, 

switches and third rail power components. 
MTA spokesman Kevin Ortiz said the sheet 
wall is being added to prevent future wash-
outs or debris from entering the right-of-
way on the eastern side of the tracks.

But he echoed the sentiments of many 
others when he said right now the agency’s 
main priority is rebuilding.

“In terms of mitigation in the future, 
that’s something that we’ll look at later,” 
he said.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz by e-mail 
at kfrantz@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4538.

The Rockaway Beach boardwalk was decimated by Hurricane Sandy. This section of the boardwalk is near 
Beach 36th Street in Far Rockaway. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Store Hours
Mon to Fri:  8 to 7
Saturdays:  8 to 6
Sundays:  10 to 5

Auction Outlet of Jamaica Inc
215-10 Hempstead Avenue, Queens Village, NY 11429-1222

Phone: 718-479-1200 • Fax: 718-479-1406 • Email: jackaheart@aol.com
www.auctionoutletqv.com

Summer  
Kitchen EventSALE!

Ends July 31st, 7pm

Custom Cabinets  Custom priCing
with

out

Bruce Cabinets by Armstrong
Majestic Cabinetry • CNC Cabinetry

 TSG Forevermark Cabinetry
Major Cabinetery

ChoosE from
Oak • Maple • Birch • Walnut

Solid Bamboo • American Cherry • Hickory

Custom Granite Tops installed within one week!

All Wood Construction
No flakeboard or Chipboard

No Masonite • No Hardboard or MDF

We here at Auction outlet Queens Village are celebrating our 20th year in business.  
The way we achieved this was very simple…

• CuSToMEr SErviCE: Going beyond what is expected of us
• GrEAT PriCiNG/SElECTioN: Can’t have one without the other

• iNTEGriTy: Always being honest with the customer… Always

Don’t by FoolEd by “Fake” list or MSRP prices, then given 70% off.
70% off of what, ThEir liST PriCES?

We don’t play games. Ever.
Buyer 

Beware!

Auction Outlet
Your Discount Home center V



For more information visit www.TheTheatreAtWestbury.com • Box Office Open Monday-Saturday 12:30PM-5:30PM

PETER & PAUL
Of Peter, Paul & Mary

FRIDAY JUNE 14
TESLA
THURSDAY JUNE 27

SATURDAY JUNE 22 • 7PMFRIDAY JUNE 21 FRIDAY JULY 12 SATURDAY JULY 13

SUNDAY JULY 14 • 3PM SATURDAY JULY 27 SATURDAY AUGUST 3FRIDAY JULY 19

SUNDAY AUGUST 11 TUESDAY AUGUST 13 FRIDAY AUGUST 16 SATURDAY AUGUST 17

FRIDAY AUGUST 23 SATURDAY SEPT. 21 SATURDAY OCTOBER 5 SAT. & SUN. DEC. 20 & 21
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BY JOE ANUTA AND PHILIP 
NEWMAN

Q
ueens commuters have 
long heard that the East 
Side Access project will 
revolutionize their trav-

els, but they won’t have to wait 
until its  debut to reap some of 
the benefi ts.

That’s because there are 
some major developments on 
tap before the Long Island Rail 
Road starts rolling into its new 
destination more than 100 feet 
below Grand Central Terminal 
in August 2019.

Among the $8.24 billion proj-
ect’s preliminary advantages 
for Queens straphangers:

• An extension of a pocket 
track near Great Neck will 
boost Port Washington line 
service on the Long Island Rail 
Road and give more travel op-
tions to Queens riders bound 
for Penn Station. 

• An extension of the LIRR 
yard in Port Washington will 
allow the MTA to store train 
cars at the end of main line in 
Queens.

• MTA offi cials are looking 
at the possibility of adding a 
new station in Elmhurst. 

• An upgrade at Jamaica Sta-
tion will raise rush hour capac-
ity by 40 percent for Manhattan 

commuters and improve ser-
vice to Brooklyn.

More capacity to store train 
cars is crucial to increasing 
LIRR service, which is why the 
railroad has two plans in store 
for commuters who use the 
Port Washington branch.

First, LIRR will be expand-
ing what is known as a pocket 
track in Great Neck, L.I. Think 
of a pocket track as an dead-end 
exit off a highway. Trains can 
pull off the main tracks and sit 
on a parallel set of rails. At the 
optimum time, LIRR can then 
route the trains back to Man-
hattan. 

This shaves off the last third 
of the cars’ normal round-trip 
—usually they turn around 
fi ve miles farther out at the rail 
yards at Port Washington — 
and will provide more frequent 
service for Queens riders, ac-
cording to MTA spokesman 
Aaron Donovan.

“This gives us more fl exibil-
ity to run trains without hav-
ing to make them go all the way 
to the end of the line,” Donovan 
said.

Construction is set to run 
from September 2013 to Decem-
ber 2015, and will double the 
current pocket track’s capacity 
to store one train.  When com-
pleted, the project will provide 

better rush-hour service and 
seat availability for Queens 
riders using the nine stations 
between Great Neck and Penn 
Station. It will also boost travel 
to Willets Point, the stop for the 
New York Mets at Citi Field and 
the USTA Billie Jean King Na-
tional Tennis Center.

The Port Washington branch 
is the main line in Queens, and 
one of the railroad’s most heav-
ily used.

By January 2018, construc-
tion should be fi nished on a 
$12.1 million extension of the 
LIRR yard in Port Washington 
so that an additional 18 cars 
can be stored there in another 
move to introduce more trains 
for the 43,000 riders who use 
the line.

The East Side Access project 
will also bring new M-9 rail 
cars, the newest in the LIRR 
fl eet. 

But long before those hit the 
rails, pressure is expected to 
increase to reopen a shuttered 
station in Queens.

“We are looking at the po-
tential of adding a new station 
that was closed in the 1980s,” 
Donovan said.

That would be the Elmhurst 
station on Broadway between 
Cornish and Whitney avenues. 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-

Jackson Heights) and City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) have been 
urging the LIRR to reopen the 
long-closed stop in order to 
ease commutes for Queens res-
idents in the area. Their most 
recent presentation was in 
March 2012 when they walked 
around the grounds of the stop 
with Helen Williams, the LIRR 
president. 

Riders on the Jamaica 
branch can also count on a 
dramatic increase in service 
as part of the East Side Access 
project.

Work is to begin this fall 
on a dedicated platform at Ja-
maica Station specifi cally for 
trains to and from Brooklyn, 
while the other platforms will 
be reserved solely  for trains 
to Penn Station and the new 
Grand Central Terminal. 

This project benefi ts Queens 
straphangers in two ways.

First, the Atlantic Shuttle 
will bring increased service 
between Jamaica and Atlantic 
Terminal in downtown Brook-
lyn. The MTA said there will be 
a train every 7.5 minutes, com-
pared with midday trains run-
ning three times an hour.

“We have a higher demand 
for Brooklyn now that the 
Barclays Center (in downtown 

TRANSIT TOMORROW

Fans fi ll the Long Island Rail Road plat-
form at the end of a Mets’ game.

LIRR headed to Grand Central 
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Brooklyn) is open,” Donovan 
said, “because the arena is 
right across from Atlantic Ter-
minal and is a very convenient 
way to get to the games.

“In fact, once the Islanders 
move from Nassau County, 
there will a much more pro-
nounced demand,” he said.

But even commuters who 
don’t travel between Queens 
and Brooklyn will see better 
service, according to the MTA.

Passing through the yards 
at Jamaica is currently very 
complicated. Trains heading 
to and from a host of different 
destinations must all switch 
tracks at a very slow speed and 
cross in front of each other, ba-
sically creating a logjam that 
delays everyone.

By separating the new route 
to and from Brooklyn, the LIRR 
can simplify the rest of the 
switching operations through 
the station. 

“It disengages Brooklyn 
trains from Manhattan trains,” 
Donovan said.

The $283 million price tag for 
the Jamaica project includes 
building a pocket track in Mas-
sapequa and a mid-Suffolk rail 
yard. The complex undertak-
ing is scheduled for completion 
in January 2018.

As the Long Island Rail 
Road gears up for the day that 
its trains begin disgorging pas-
sengers in Grand Central, work 
is progressing on the Second 
Avenue subway, which must 
be completed to carry the new 
LIRR ridership. The Lexington 
Avenue line already transports 
more than 40 percent of all sub-
way riders in the system on the 
4, 5 and 6 and cannot handle 
the LIRR riders.

And a milestone was reached 
earlier this spring. MTA sand-
hogs set off their last blast in 
tunneling six miles from the 
Sunnyside Yards to a point 
underneath Manhattan, creat-
ing a cavern through which 24 
LIRR trains will travel for the 
first time to Grand Central Ter-
minal.

Progress continues on the East Side Access project. Photo courtesy MTA/Patrick Cashin

Learning & Fun 
All Rolled Into One!

For Children 2.9 - 5 years Old
Come Visit Our Facilities.

Bring Your Kids &
Spend Some Time With Us

RegisteR NOW 
For summer & september 2013

Call Ms. Virginia @

718.888.9341
44-10 192nd Street • Flushing

VOteD Best CAMP

Flexible Schedule for
Working Families

indoor & Outdoor Play Areas

Summer begins Mon., July 8th

Ends Wed., August 26th
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Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
n Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with 
herbs,  
amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
n May also foster healthy circulation, virility and 
strength, thereby creating the proper conditions for a 
healthy erection.*
n Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat 
weed”) and cowitch extract included in the formula 
may help to peak sexual interest.*
n One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native 
to the high Andes mountain range in Peru and is 
historically known to balance natural hormonal 
processes.
n Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your 

love life and strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at one 
of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s 
nutritional support for urinary comfort, 
balance and ease.
n Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency 
and comfort, with a good night’s sleep.
n Guaranteed to make urine flow easier 
again.* Relief from dribbling, discomfort, 
burning, urgency, poor flow.*
n Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw 
palmetto and many more.
n We have had thousands of satisfied 
repeat customers.
n Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
n I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s 
unbelievable. I’d like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! 
Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. n Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and 
health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I hardly have to go to the toilet 
anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore during the day. 
“Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. Cole, 
73, Lansing, IL. n I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the 
Bell Ezee Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal 
sex life. This product is so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of 
men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s difficult to express how delighted I am. 
Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting 
herbal combination tea is safe and effective. Put 
an end to embarrassments and discomfort. Support 
the bladder and urinary tract with these all natural 
ingredients. Tastes great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:
n I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family 
member told me that she used the Bell Tea for 
Women #4b with positive results. What a wonderful 
product. It also worked for me. Australia P. 
Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. n Plan to keep taking it 
as long as I live! One of the clerks in my local health food store recommended the 
Bladder Control Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 days after 
starting the tea I noticed a major improvement and it is continually getting better each 
day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* Frances Baird, 87, Venice, 
FL. n Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b my life is far 
less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB n Tea represents truth in advertising! 
Being a skeptic, I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last 
resort, after trying everything else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped 
for. Thank you for this great product, and above all, for truth in advertising. Marina 
Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.
n Supplement your diet with these easy to take 
capsules designed to stimulate desire and passion 
while increasing stamina and peaking interest in 
sexual activity.*
n Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to 
help the body cope with daily stress and as a general 
tonic. Also, ashwagandha is known to help prevent 
signs of aging.*
n L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the 
body into a chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide 
causes blood vessels to open wider to improve blood 
flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the release of growth 
hormone and insulin which are very healthy factors 
and are attributed to youthfulness.
n Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers 
listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above 
store locations, on our website or call us 
with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature 
to help put life 
back into your 
lifestyle
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Servicing Queens since 1976• 
Family owned and operated• 
All work warrantied• 
Licensed & Insured• 
We are also a Full Service Plumbing Co.• 
Top Installer of High Effi ciency Gas Heating • 
Equipment in Queens 2010 & 2011

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

80-18 Surrey Place Jamaica, NY 11432
R. Mengler NYCLMP 1729 I. Mengler NYCLMP 2092

Tel: 718.969.7406 • Fax: 718.969.6874 • Email: DundeePlumbing@hotmail.com

Convert to Natural Gas. Rebates Up to 2,500.00

For conversion customers: mention this ad, 
receive FREE digital thermostat.
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Zum Stammtisch has gained much 
recognition for its true German and 
Bavarian cuisine from numerous 

television shows, various food magazines 
and articles. Some of these prestigious 
achievements include but are not limited 
to: The Food network’s “Dining Around” 
with Kelly Choi and “The Best Thing I 
Ever Ate”, the CW11 News, Newsday and 
more.  Zum Stammtisch’s acclaim can be 
put down to the constant commitment to 
consistently delicious soups, appetizers, 
meals and desserts prepared with old Eu-
ropean recipes.

Upon entering Zum Stammtisch you 
can expect to be blown away by the beau-
tiful German and Bavarian style décor. 
There is even a grocery inside complete 
with a butcher counter which sells German 
foods like various different sausages, some 
of which are prepared in store, including 
weisswurst, bockwurst, krainerwurst, 
thueringer bratwurst, fresh bratwurst, 
blutwurst and  ten different liverwursts 
as well as pretzel rolls, head cheese, fresh 
sauerkraut, red cabbage, spices, German 
candies and thousands of other German 
products. 

When you are seated, your waiter or 
waitress will bring you a piping hot loaf 
of freshly baked German sourdough 
rye. The hearty menu does not disap-
point in variety and is loaded with deli-
cious options. Starters include deutscher 
salad, hausgemachte suelze, which is 
homemade headcheese with a vinai-
grette dressing, German herring salad, 
steak tartar; a popular appetizer for two 
and the house special; a tasty and rich 
goulash soup filled with meat and liber-

ally seasoned with a German-Hungarian 
style seasoning that comes highly recom-
mended from regulars to the restaurant. 

Among the customers favorite entrees 
are the jaegerschnitzel; a large veal cutlet 
lightly breaded, pan fried and smothered 
in a sauce made with fresh mushrooms. 
Other dishes like bayerische bauern platte, 
which is a combination of bratwurst, leb-
erkaese (baked bologna loaf) and kassler 
rippchen (smoked loin of pork) served with 
homemade sauerkraut and German potato 
salad, will have your mouth watering. Zum 
Stammtisch is also well known for its meats. 
Although not considered German, many 
people come to enjoy the Shell steaks, Por-
terhouse steaks and hamburgers. All the 
meats are prepared by the butcher depart-

ment in the Zum Stammtisch Pork Store 
connected to the restaurant. 

The dessert tops off an already deli-
cious meal. Between the schwarzwalder 
kirsch torte, Bavarian chocolate mousse 
cake and the prized apple strudel you 
can’t go wrong. Zum Stammtisch also 
has a large selection of authentic German 
beers. This list is endless and includes 
beers like Augustiner Brau, Schneider 
Weisse, Spatan Lager and Rauchbier 
which is a smoked German beer unlike 
anything you’ve tasted before.

Zum Stammtisch has daily specials, a 
children’s menu, an extensive full bar and 
it caters for small parties. When it comes to 
authentic German and Bavarian cuisine, 
Zum Stammtisch is number one. 

COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 • See more at www.stammtischporkstore.com

N
E

W
!

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 

A Meaty 
Queens 
fixture

Advertisement

Celebrating 40 years 
of bringing German-
Bavarian cuisine to the 
Queens area.



WE’VE SOLD MORE JAGUARS THAN
ANYONE IN THE WORLD, SINCE 1938.

Jaguar of
Great Neck 
732 Northern Blvd, Great Neck
516-482-5500
GreatNeckJaguar.com

Lease: 39 month lease with $3,895 plus Add Tax & reg fees. No security deposit. Primary bank approval. 10k miles per yr.,. 30 cents per mile  therafter.
Subject to primary lender approval. Leases 10k mikes per year, 30¢ thereafter.  See dealer for complete details.  Expires 7 days after publication date.

� Top Speed 186 mph
� HP 495 @ 6,500
� 5.0 liter V8 SC
� 0-60 4.2 sec.

The All-New 2013 

F-Type 

All-Wheel Drive Is Here!

Test Drive One Today.

“So what is it like to
drive the all-new
Jaguar F-Type? 
Thesimple answer is
good, very good and
even better than
that…”

“F-Type is a feline
bred with a wild
streak and a feral
yearning to meet 
or beat Porscheʼs
best moves.”

“A luxurious,
comfortable,
beautiful, powerful
sports car...
And that sound...
Oh, the sound.”

30
MPG 

HWY

$499
per month / 39 months

Starting at Fast,
Beautiful

& Safe
$799
per month / 39 months

Starting at
2013 Jaguar

XJ
2013 Jaguar

XF



MORE GAMES, MORE WINNING
JUST MINUTES AWAY!

Resorts World Casino in Queens, featuring:
• Over 5,000 table game and slot machines
• Baccarat Club, Table Games Square & Video Poker Parlor
• Free, nightly entertainment at Bar 360
• Dine at Genting Palace, RW Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar,  
   Aqueduct Buffet and Food Court

Scan for Gaming Info:

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork • 1-888-888-8801

Must be 18 years of age or older to play video 
gaming machines. Please play responsibly.

Located near JFK Airport.

Access via       , Q37 bus.

Free Shuttle from Jamaica/
Sutphin Boulevard Station.
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